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4 
Snowflakes 


. 
By Kawabuchi Asama 
A Japanese leper 
HITE snowflakes 
Falling, falling; 
Children’s voices 
Calling, calling; 
Dance with joy, my heart! 
Saved, 
We celebrate Christ’s coming, 
Eager footsteps crowding, running, 
All sharp pain forgot! 
(See note, “ Hearts Aglow,’’ on page 121.) 


The Upper Look 


Those who were in the upper room, 
after our Lord’s ascension, had the upper 
look. He had left them; but had prom- 
ised, “And if I go ..., I will come 
again” (John 14:3). When he was taken 
up from them into Heaven the promise 
was repeated: “This same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). He en- 
joined watchfulness for his coming, lest 
“that day come upon you unawares” 
(Luke 21:34). And he had a message 


of cheer for all who might be living 
in the days in which we are living to- 
day,— when there should be upon the 
earth distress of nations, and men’s 
hearts failing them for fear. “When 
these things begin to come to pass,” he 
said, “then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh” (Luke 21:28). Some one has said: 
“Wake up—cheer up—look up—for 
soon we'll be caught up!” That is why 
we should continue in the attitude of the 
apostles, “gazing up into heaven” and 
looking up for our returning Lord. For 
we have his promise that we who “re- 
main unto the coming of the Lord... 
shall be caught up... to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:15-17). There- 
fore Upper Room Christians are Upper 
Look Christians. 


x 
The Two Healings 


Holiness is spiritual health. Be- 
cause holiness means separation from 
sin, and separation unto God, it results 
in spiritual wholeness, going the whole 
way with God, being “complete” in our 


The Instilling 


AREFULLY tiptoeing up the gallery 
C stairs, a lad of nine or ten makes 
his way into the morning worship 
service a few moments late. “Creak! 
Creak!” That stair just would betray 
his lateness! 

Now he stands before the swinging 
doors opening into the gallery. Cau- 
tiously he pushes one door ajar. Horrors ! 
More creaking! What will the people 
think of his disturbance of* their wor- 
ship! What will God think! More cau- 
tiously than ever the boy steps into the 
nearest pew, much relieved that the or- 
deal is over, genuinely distressed at hav- 
ing but slightly disturbed his fellow 
worshipers. But there was greater dis- 
tress ahead. 

Everything seemed to go wrong this 
morning. An emergency in the home 
had broken into the usuai custom of 
family attendance at church. That same 


faith in Christ and our service for him. 
The late Bishop Moule used to say, 
“There are those who are truly Chris- 
tians, who are not wholly Christians.” 
That is, they are born again by faith 
in Christ as their Saviour, but they have 
not surrendered fully to him as Lord by 
presenting their bodies to him, a living 
sacrifice (Rom. 12:1). And those who 
are not “wholly Christians” are not “holy 
Christians.” Medical missions in heathen 
lands have a wonderful opportunity, as 
the physical bodies of unbelievers are 
healed, of showing the patients that they 
may have spiritual health as well. There 
is an American medical missionary in 
a foreign field who is more interested 
in the spiritual health of his patients 
than in their physical health, while at 
the same time he is greatly used as a 
physician and surgeon. Difficult, even 
baffling, physical cases are brought to 
his hospital, and, by keeping in touch 
with the latest medical and surgical re- 
search in America, he has been able to 
restore health in a wonderful way. But 
the fact in which he most rejoices is, 
as he wrote in a letter home last year, 
“The more the patients come in, the 
more the Gospel goes out.” 


of Reverence 


emergency accounted for his lateness in 
arriving, the sole representative of the 
family that morning. He had not dared 
to walk in late right down the aisle to 
the pew where the family always sat. 
So he had chosen the back gallery seat- 
ing, partly for the novelty of it, partly 
to make the least disturbing entry. But 
the choice was unfortunate, for he had 
taken a seat beside another lad. 

Now the minister was saying, “Let us 
pray.” Master Latecomer bows his head 
and closes his eyes to pray, after the 
reverent custom of the family pew. But, 
alas, the custom was no part of the 
worship of his fellow pew-occupant! 
For, no sooner had the prayer opened, 
than there came a nudge and a whisper- 
ing from that direction which turned to 
downright mischievous pestering when it 
appeared that the late arrival would not 
depart from his posture of reverence. 
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To that, at least, his shocked devoutness 
would cling! What would the Lord 
think of such behavior in His House? 
Was it not written there in large letters 
right over the organ loft in full view 
of all, “Reverence My Sanctuary”? And 
what was this but downright irrever- 
ence ! 

All that was past three decades ago, 
but it remains a vivid memory of 
poignant childhood distress, and a wit- 
ness to the tremendous power of early 
impressions in making or marring the 
spirit of reverence. 

The boy that was, a minister now, 
meets in his work that problem of 
youthful irreverence that first thrust 
itself upon him in the boyhood experi- 
ence just related. And in a study of 
how he himself had learned the rev- 
erence the other lad had missed, the 
preacher finds the essential material for 
dealing with the problem of instilling 
reverence in modern boys and girls. 

1. There is the matter of the Family 
Pew. Let ministers encourage that good 
old habit of whole families sitting to- 
gether in God’s House if they would :see 
reverence instilled early into the youth- 
ful soul. The reverent demeanor of 
father and mother and older members 
of the family will unconsciously be 
copied by the children. And certainly 
the parental presence will place a re- 
straint upon unseemly behavior in the 
church service, a restraint that disap- 
pears when youngsters are allowed to 
sit with chums of their own age, without 
adult supervision. Parents must be re- 
minded that this institution of the Fam- 
ily Pew is a part of Christian family dis- 
cipline in which they should be faithful. 

2. Then there is the matter of general 
adult example. There is often much 
laxness by adults in their deportment 
within the church. When boys see men 
reverently removing their hats imme- 
diately upon stepping into the church; 
when children see adults bow reverently 
in silent prayer upon taking their seat, 
restraining light and unnecessary con- 
versation, and composing themselves to 
devout participation in the service of wor- 
ship, the impression made on the youth- 
ful mind is strongly conducive to rev- 
erence; but when these and such seemly 
matters are neglected by adults, the 
quick eyes of the child note it, and the 
spirit of irreverence is encouraged. 

3. There is also the matter of the min- 
ister himself, his deportment, his plan- 
ning and conduct of the service, and 
the deportment of the choir. Those en- 
trusted with the leadership of a worship 
service have a heavy responsibility in 
encouraging and developing reverence. 
This is no plea for the unnatural, nor for 
a mere veneer of devotion, which never 
make for real reverence. We can and 
should be natural, and assumed piety is 
an abomination, but slovenliness and 
carelessness in preparing and conducting 
a service of worship are inexcusable. 
Formality and coldness are to be 
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avoided, but reality and warmth need 
never veer to the unbecoming. 

The substitution of the familiar “You” 
for the more reverent “Thou” in address- 
ing God in prayer is unfortunate. It 
may. not betoken the slightest irrever- 
ence on the part of the person using the 
language, but it may tone down the 
views of some who hear such prayer 
language in respect to the majesty, the 
might, and the holiness of God, and so 
decrease their reverence. In giving ex- 
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pression to our confidence in the 
Fatherly love of God, and his kind, in- 
dividualizing care for his children, we 
may slip into such familiar language 
in public prayer as to obscure the fact 
that “God is greatly to be feared in the 
assembly of the saints, and to be had in 
reverence of all them that are about 
him” (Psa. 89:7). 

In the ordering of our‘ worship in 
church and in Sunday school. there is 

(Continued on page 111) 

















NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 











Can Those Who Honor 
Their Parents Die Young? 


“Honour thy father and thy mother: 
that thy days may be long” (Exod. 20:12). 
And if you do honor them, and your span 
of time is short, what then?—A Virginia 
reader. 

But why does not the Virginia reader 
quote the rest of the sentence that God 
spake when he made this promise to 
Israel? What God said was: “Honour 
thy father and thy mother: that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee.” What land 
did God mean? Was it America, Great 
Britain, India? No,—it was the land 
to which Israel was journeying when 
God spoke those words, the land to 
which God had commanded and com- 
missioned Moses to lead the Israelites 
out of Egypt, “and to bring them up out 
of that land unto a good land and a 
large, unto a land flowing with milk and 
honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, 
and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and 
the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites” (Exod. 3:8). It was the land 
that God had promised to Abram and 
his descendants, the “land that I will 
shew thee” (Gen. 12:1); the land that 
God showed and promised to Abram 
when he told him: “Lift up now thine 
eyes, and look from the place where 
thou art northward, and southward, and 
eastward, and westward: for all the land 
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed for ever” (Gen. 13: 
14, 15). 

In THE SunDAY ScHooL Times of Janu- 
ary 13, in this department, the question 
was discyssed, “Do the Righteous Never 
Beg Bread?” Attention was called to 
the importance of “rightly dividing the 
word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15),—that is, 
recognizing the fundamental divisions or 
dispensations to which God calls atten- 
tion in the Bible, and being careful not 
to apply to believers in one dispensation 
any promises that are plainly limited to 
believers in another dispensation. Dr. 
C. I. Scofield’s little book, “Rightly Di- 
viding the Word of Truth” (Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., Phila- 





delphia, 10 cents), is invaluable in help- 
ing Bible students to see and apply the 
importance of this basic principle in 
Bible study and interpretation. The first 
chapter in the book shows the basic dif- 
ferences, according to Scripture, between 
“The Jew, the Gentile, and the Church 
of God.” It is a striking fact that, while 
God’s promises to the Church. of Christ 
have to do chiefly with spiritual and 
heavenly blessings, his promises to Is- 
rael have to do chiefly with earthly and 
temporal blessings. Israel, if truly trust- 
ing God and obedient to his law, under 
the Dispensation of Law, was to have 
freedom from physical disease, victory 
over her earthly enemies, long life, tem- 
poral prosperity, and the like. And all 
these blessings were conditioned, among 
other things, upon Israel remaining in 
the land that God gave her. To the 
Church of Christ in this present age 
of grace these temporal and earthly 
blessings are not promised, but Christ 
promised his Church tribulation, and 
persecution in this present world. 

But, the question is sure to be asked, 
are not the Ten Commandments binding 
upon all, both Israel and -the Church, 
and in the dispensations:. of both Law 
and Grace? -We find the convincing an- 
swer to this question in the New -Testa- 
ment.. All the duties and obligations of 
the Ten Commandments except one are 
reiterated in the New Testament Epis- 
tles, as binding upon the Church in 
this present age of grace. The only com- 
mandment not repeated as binding upon 
believers today is the fourth command- 
ment, requiring the keeping of the sev- 
enth day as a day of rigid, obligatory 
rest from work. Such observance of the 
Sabbath or seventh day is distinctly an- 
nulled as an obligation, in such Scrip- 
tures as Colossians 2:16; and seventh- 
day observance for the Christian in this 
age of grace is replaced by a day of 
an entirely different character, the first 
day of the week, on which the Lord was 
raised from the dead, and which the 
believer is to use in a way that honors 
and glorifies the Lord, such as worship, 
prayer, Bible study and teaching, and 
Christian service. 
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How Cigarettes Stopped George's Cough... i 
By Homer Rodefteaeron lia... , 


* : 
2.5 


The boy chum who said, “ They ain't never hurt me yet” 














hurt you.” 

“Oh, I’ve been smoking ever 
since I was a kid, and they ain’t never 
hurt me yet.” 

This conversation took place between 
myself and a friend, both of us in our 
early teens. Raised among the rough 
men of the sawmill camps and the coal 
mines of east Tennessee, I early had 
the ambition to develop a_ strong 
physique like many of the big moun- 
taineers who worked for my father and 
who later worked for me in the saw- 
mill and the logging camps. I had been 
told that smoking cigarettes would keep 
a boy from developing into the strongest, 
most rugged type of man, so for that 
reason I made an early resolution never 
to smoke. 

George had come to the small town 
in which I lived from a larger city. He 
had learned to smoke cigarettes as a 
newsboy on the streets. He was only 
fourteen years old when he first came 
to my home, and even then had been 
smoking for several years. He lived in 
our home for five or six years. I saw 
him every day, and I observed him 
closely to see whether in fact the smok- 
ing of cigarettes was not hurting him. 


George Sits on the Side Lines 


I was not long in doubt. Iksaw him 
fade like a flower out of water. His 
face took on a sickly pallor. His fin- 
gertips were stained with nicotine. He 
lacked energy and ambition. On Satur- 
day afternoons, when all the mountain 
boys gathered together for games and 
sports, he sat on the side lines. It was 
my first close contact with cigarette 
smoking as a menace to growing boys, 
and the result was so vividly impressed 
upon my mind that I never after was 
tempted in any degree to begin the prac- 
tice. 

Soon he developed a hacking cough. 
This kept growing worse. For a while 
he was sleeping in the same room with 
me, and many nights I would be awak- 
ened by his coughing. I would look 
over to his corner of the room and see 
him sitting up in his bed, holding his 
face in his hands, coughing until it 
seemed that he would strangle. The 
only way he could stop it would be 
to reach over on the window sill for 
another cigarette. He would light it, 
inhale a littie more of the smoke— 
which seemed to deaden the nerves and 
give him temporary relief—and lie 
down again and sleep until another 
spasm of coughing would wake him. 


66 Cite they tell me those things 


A small farm in a lonely spot 
called Cinco Hollow, near Union 
Furnace, Ohio, was the birthplace 
of Homer Rodeheaver. When he was 
eight years old his mother died, leav- 
ing him to the care of his hard- 
working father, the owner of a saw- 
mill. Young Homer hauled logs to 
the mill, drove a team in the mines, 
and gradually worked his way 
through school and Ohio Wesleyan 
University. While still there he led 
the singing in evangelistic meetings 
for R. A. Walton and W. E. Bieder- 
wolf. For $7 he bought a trombone, 
which he carried with him later 
when he marched away with the 
Fourth Regiment Band of Tennessee, 
to the Spanish-American War, in 
Cuba; and then again to France, 
during the last war, where he served 
as a Y. M. C. A. secretary. For 
twenty years he was Billy Sunday’s 
singing leader, and out of that ex- 
perience came his book, “Twenty 
Years with Billy Sunday” (Rode- 
heaver-Hall-Mack Co., 124 N. 15th 
St., Philadelphia, $1). 

This is the first of a series of 
articles in which Mr. Rodeheaver 
tells of the evils of cigarette smok- 
ing among boys and girls, men and 
women. He writes from personal 
observation among his friends, and 
quotes the testimonies of well-known 
athletes, physicians, and executives. 
The series will continue next week. 








After a while he began to spit up 
something with this cough. Little specks 
appeared in the spittle. As boys we 
did not realize that these specks were 
particles of his lungs; he had begun 
literally to spit his lungs away. Finally 
he became so ill that he had to be taken 
away. 

At a consultation of the doctors, who 
made a thorough examination of his 
heart and lungs, he was told that he 
had but a short time to live. He called 
his brother to his side, and said, “Wal- 
ter, I beg you to tell the boys, whatever 
they do, never to smoke cigarettes; for 
that is what has brought me where I 
am.” A tombstone has marked his 
grave for many years now—the chum 
who said to me when we were boys 
together, “I have been smoking ever 
since I was a kid, and they ain’t never 
hurt me yet.” 

And just here is the grave danger in 
the habit. Smokers do not realize that 


any damage is being done until it is 
frequently too late to go back and re- 
pair the damage. 

Luther Burbank, one of the world’s 
best-known scientists, wrote: “You have 
seen pictures of military cemeteries near 
great battlefields. Upon every head- 
stone is chiseled the inscription, ‘Killed 
in action.’ If one knew nothing about 
war, these headstones would be suffi- 
cient to impress upon him that war is 
deadly —that it kills. 

“How much would you know about 
tobacco if upon the tombstone of every 
one killed by it were inscribed, ‘Killed 
by tobacco’? You would know a lot 
more about it than you do now, but you 
would nét know all, because. tobacco 
does more than kill. It half kills. It 
has its victims in the cemeteries and 
in the streets. It is bad enough to be 
dead, but it is a question if it is not 
sometimes worse to be half dead — to be 
nervous, irritable, unable to sleep well, 
with efficiency cut in two and vitality 
ready to snap at the first great strain. 


A Slow Poison 


“This seems like exaggeration. It isn’t. 
It is well within the truth. You do not 
know the facts because you are not per- 
mitted to know them. 

“Let me tell you how tobacco kills. 
Smokers do not all drop dead around 
the cigar lighters in tobacco stores. They 
go away and, years later, die of some- 
thing else. From the tobacco trust’s 
point of view, that is one of the finest 
things about tobacco. The victims do 
not die on the premises, even when 
sold the worst cigars. They go away, 
and when they die, the doctors certify 
that they died of something else — pneu- 
monia, heart disease, typhoid fever, or 
what not. In other words, tobacco kills 
indirectly, and escapes the blame. Nico- 
tine, after you have used it awhile, puts 
you in a condition to be ‘bimped off’ 
by the first thing that hits you. If you 
saw some men undermine a building 
until it was ready to topple into the 
street, and then saw a woman hit the 
building with a baby carriage and make 
it topple, you would not say the woman 
wrecked the building, would you? Yet 
when a smoker dies of pneumonia, the 
doctor’s death certificate gives pneu- 
monia, and not tobacco, as the cause 
of death. And the tombstone man with 
his chisel says nothing at all. 

“What a shock people would get if 
they went through cemeteries and saw 
tombstones declaring the fact that this 
man died of typhoid-made-fatal-by-a- 
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tobacco-weakened-heart, and ‘that man 
succumbed to nervous-prostration-be- 
cause - tobacco - had - shot - his - 
nerves-to-pieces, and another one gave 
up the ghost because tobacco-had- 
ruined-his-stomach.” 

It would be foolish to make the sweep- 
ing charge that the effects of tobacco 
smoking are always fatal, and that no 
one can be an upright, worthy citizen 
and smoke. Some of the best specimens 
of physical manhood — and womanhood, 
too,—some of the most respected citi- 
zens, some of the best fathers in the 
world, smoke cigarettes. If no one but 
bums and social failures smoked, the 
example to boys would not be so bad. 
Many of our most successful and most 
influential men smoke; but Elbert Hub- 
bard, writing of this particular phase 
of it, said, “They are successful in spite 
of it, never because of it.” 

Some men who have used tobacco all 
their lives may live to a ripe old age. 
But it was not the whiskey or tobacco 
that helped them to live long. You 
have never heard of a physician pre- 
scribing the use of tobacco or liquor as 
a means to long life. The opposite is 
the case. 'Some sturdy individuals, pos- 
sessed of an excéptionally strong con- 
stitution, live long in spite of these 
habits, never because of them. 

We have the example of the late 
Chauncey M. Depew, that grand old 
gentleman who worked and played with 
enthusiasm practically up until the day 
of his death in his ninety-third year. 
In his younger days he had been a great 
smoker, but quit the use of tobacco 
fifty or more years before his death. In 
telling why he had made this decision, 
he said that he had formed the habit 
of smoking, thinking it would steady 
his nerves. When he finally became 
convinced that smoking was injurious to 
his health, by a superhuman effort he 
broke the habit. He said: “For three 
months thereafter I underwent the most 
awful agony. At the end of three 
months my longing for it abated. I 
gained twenty-five pounds in weight. I 
slept well for seven or eight hours every 
night. I have never smoked from that 
day to this. . . . If I have lived longer 
than others, it has been because I had 
the will to be wiser than others.” 

Another influence which makes it very 
difficult for boys and young men is the 
fact that many of the very finest phy- 
sicians themselves smoke. A boy quite 
naturally would say that if it is bad 
for a man, doctors would not smoke. 
However, when we get these doctors 
to go on record, the vast majority of 
them will advise boys not to smoke, 
and if the question is put to them 
straight, they will admit that smoking 
is actually injurious for anybody. As 
with all habits of this kind, the man 
who continues goes on with the idea 
that while he knows it hurts other peo- 
ple, he himself is so much stronger that 
he can get by without serious damage; 
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he has sufficient self-control to stop the 
habit before it seriously affects him; or, 
he is willing to take a chance on what- 
ever damage may be caused, in return 
for the present satisfaction he derives 
from smoking. 

Personally, I have never heard any- 
one say he felt better before giving up 
the habit; and I have heard many, many 
smokers declare that they knew it was 
bad for them, but lacked the will power 
to stop. 

In conference with the heads of de- 
partments of the Warner Brothers or- 
ganization, I met the head of the radio 
department, Mr. Shapiro. He was very 
proud of his. increased health and 
weight. I asked him to what he attrib- 
uted this improvement, and he answered, 
“Cigarettes.” 

I said, “You don’t mean to tell me 
that smoking cigarettes has actually im- 
proved your health?” 

“No,” he answered. “It was stopping 
smoking that helped me. I was away 
under normal in weight and efficiency. 
Mr. Warner kept after me to stop smok- 
ing, and finally sold me the idea that 
I ought to stop. I did stop, after a 
struggle, and immediately I began to 
improve. Today I am better physically 
and mentally, more efficient in every 
way than I have been for years.” 


(To be continued) 
we 


The Grave of the 
Discouraged Teacher 


By Eldridge B. Hatcher, D.D. 


N THE city of Washington, many years 

ago, a teacher had in his class a mis- 
chievous boy who not only would not 
listen, or behave well, but who inter- 
fered with the other scholars giving 
their attention. The teacher became 
discouraged regarding that boy. 

Later on the boy left Washington for 
the West, and there wasted his life in 
reckless dissipation. Years afterward he 
came to Baltimore and spent the night 
in debauchery, and next morning, while 
under the weakening spell of his dissi- 
pation, he started walking along the 
streets of Baltimore. He soon found him- 
self in one of the city’s cemeteries and 
suddenly noticed on a tombstone the 
name of his old Sunday school teacher. 
A flood of memories rushed upon him. 
Things that the teacher said came back 
to him. His heart melted, he pulled 
himself over the little railing, went to 
the grave, and there he gave his life 
to Christ as he knelt down and kissed 
the very dirt on the grave of his faith- 
ful old teacher. 

He entered the ministry.and became 
the pastor of one of the most prominent 
churches in Virginia, and one of the 
most greatly beloved of all of the Vir- 
ginia pastors. 

And yet his old teacher had gone to 
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his grave years before, feeling that his 
work was a failure as far as that boy 
Was concerned. 


Bryn Mawn, Pa. 
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More Interesting Closing Exercises 
By Esther M. Payler 


EW interest has been put into our 

closing exercises, and added zest into 
our program, by a new item we have 
added. We have a school of about two 
hundred. At the close of the lesson, all 
classes assemble, except the Primary and 
Beginners, and we have a fifteen minute 
program. This includes a brief talk by 
the superintendent, secretary and -treas- 
urer’s report, announcements, and song 
and prayer together; and now we have 
added a five. minute item which is. dif- 
ferent each Sunday. 

Each Sunday a superintendent of.one 
department is responsible for the closing 
exercises and presides as the leader. That 
is, one Sunday the Junior superintendent 
will be leader, next the superintendent 
of the Adult Department, and soon. The 
superintendent uses a member of his sec- 
tion, a class, or an outside visitor to 
occupy the five minutes. One Sunday 
the Men’s Bible Class sang; another Sun- 
day a member of the Junior Department 
played two violin solos; a member of. the 
Women’s Class played. the piano; one 
of the superintendents told a Thanks- 
giving story; on missionary Sunday, -a 
girls’ class gave a tableau, for which 
they made their own costumes. The 
Primary class one Sunday acted a Bible 
story. An Intermediate boys’ class had 
a Scripture Drill. 

This surprise feature has added greatly 
to the attention given to the closing 
exercises. Classes are informed a few 
weeks before when it will be their turn, 
and each is eager to do well. One-of the 
by-products of this has been-the for- 
mation of an orchestra for our Sunday 
school, because we found many people 
who could play and were glad to use 
their talents in the Sunday school -work. 
It might be well totry a surprise ‘feature 
in your opening or closing exercises, and 
if it is not possible to get your classes 
together every Sunday, do it at least 
once a month, for it. gives the individual 
classes the inspiration and contact with 
a larger group. 

One program which developed en- 
thusiasm in the young people’s: classes 
was an “Ask me” program, which was 
like the quiz programs on the radio 
which are so’popular now. To stimulate 
rivalry, a boys’ and a girls’ class took 
part. The teacher of one of the classes 
was the one who asked questions. All 
the questions were on Bible characters 
and stories. Not only the contestants, 
but. the members of the school. received 
a great deal of instruction in this process, 
beside taking interest in the scoring. 
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Signs of the End: That Have Never Occurred Before 


Beginning the study of a series of events showing that 
the end of the age must be near 


By Louis S$. Bauman, D.D. 














their eagerness for the return of 
their Lord from Heaven with all 
the blessings he shall bring, saw signs 
where there were none. But far better 
that we should err as they did than to 
sit without desire, indifferent as to 
whether our heavenly’ Bridegroom shall 
come tonight or a thousand years hence. 
When he shall appear, God grant us 
this— that he shall know that we, with 
bridal heart, yearned for: his presence! 
Especially is this true in view of our 
Lord’s earnest request and solemn warn- 
ing: “Watch ye therefore . . ; lest‘com- 
ing suddenly he find you sleeping. And 
what I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch” (Mark 13:35-37).. Will he have 
to. say to us in that day as he said to 
the: Pharisees and Sadducees at his first 
advent: “When it is evening, ye say, 
It will be fair weather: for the sky is 
red. And in the morning, It will be foul 
weather to day: for the sky is red and 
lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can dis- 
cern the face of the sky; but can ye not 
discern the signs of the times?” (Matt. 
16:2, 3.) 


Do All Things Continue As They Were? 

Now in answer to the scoffer’s sneer 
that there is no visible sign of our Lord’s 
return to earth, inasmuch as “all things 
continue .as they were from the begin- 
ning of the creation” (2 Pet. #4), I have 
promised to point out at least fifteen 
divinely given signs of our Lord’s re- 
turn that are now here, and that never 
were here before the dawn of our twen- 
tieth century. Yes, and most of them 
may be regarded as coming within the 


Presse some of our fathers, in 


last twenty-five years! Some of these. 


signs have been pointed out in previous 
articles; but in listing the fifteen in this 
and coming articles I must now refer 
once more, though briefly, to those also. 


I. THE SYNCHRONIZATION OF THE GREATEST 
War, GREATEST FAMINE, GREATEST 
PESTILENCE, AND GREATEST EARTHQUAKE 
oF Att TIME 


As we have before observed, as our 
Lord sat on old Olivet his disciples asked 
him a very plain question: “Tell us 
. . . What shall be the sign of thy com- 
ing, and of the end of the world [con- 
summation of the age]?” (Matt. 24:3.) 
Christ’s reply was equally plain: World 
war, famines, pestilences, and earth- 
quakes in divers places (compare Matt. 
24:6). 

World War—The war from 1914 to 
1918 was a war such as this earth has 
never before known. Its battle lines 


For the past three months Times 
readers have been following with 
eager interest Dr. Bauman’s remark- 
able series of articles giving “Light 
from Bible Prophecy on the Euro- 
pean War and Its Results.” He has 
supported his statements by a wealth 
of material which he has been pa- 
tiently gathering for many years 
from the world’s leading journals, by 
his own personal experiences and 
observations, and by constant refer- 
ence to the Scriptures. But some 
may still wonder whether the tre- 
mendous events taking place today 
have any more prophetic significance 
than many past occurrences. In this 
tenth article, Dr. Bauman sets forth 
the first two of fifteen divinely given 
signs which are now appearing for 
the first time in the world’s history, 
and which should be a challenge to 
all Christians to look for the near 
return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 








were literally flung around the earth. 
It was the first World War. From the 
most authentic statistics available, gath- 
ered by the New York Evening Post, 
the New York Tribune, and from other 
sources in England as well as America, 
we learn that more than 58,500,000 men 
were in arms! Of that number, more 
than 10,000,000 names were recorded on 
the death roll on the field and in the 
army hospitals. Deaths as a direct and 
indirect result of that war reached the 
appalling figure of 37,000,000! Cram- 
mond, the well-known English statis- 
tician, sets the direct cost of that war 
at $210,000,000,000; and the direct -and 
indirect cost at $370,000,000,000. The 
debts of the nations at the close of the 
war were ten times what they were be- 
fore, and that. staggering burden has 
been increasing ever since. That war 
made all others that this bloody old 
earth has ever known seem pygmy. Vis- 
count Grey sized up the matter about 
right, we believe, several years ago when 
he said: “I think it is certain that if 
there be another such war, civilization 
will never recover from it!” 

And now, what are the prospects? 
Only a score of years have passed; and, 
while the whole earth is still writhing 
from the wounds of that war, the im- 
becilic, cutthroat highbinders who have 
slugged and gunned their way to seats 
of dictatorial power are now launching 
another world catastrophe that bids fair 
to make the World War of 1914-1918 


look like a small child’s affair! Only 
one whose sanity is open to question 
can blind himself to the significance 
of the present world-situation in the 
light of Christ’s words in Matthew 24, 

Famines.—On the heels of this holo- 
caust came the first great Chinese 
famine. The London Times (Dec. 15, 
1920) gave a summary of it: “The popu- 
lation now totally destitute in Chihli is 
6,000,000; in Shantung, 2,500,000; in Ho- 
nan, 3,500,000; in Shensi, 1,000,000; in 
Shansi, 500,000—a total of 13,500,000.” 
How many starved to death will never 
be known. 


The Most Appalling Famine 


Then, only eighteen months later, the 
Volga Valley in Russia, actually the 
most fertile land in Europe, was swept 
by famine in 1921, and wilted as under 
the breath of hell. No Joseph was there 
to save. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
said at the time: “Never in the history 
of the world has 2 condition of things 
existed comparable to the ghastly death 
by famine of whole millions of men, 
women, and children.” The famous Dr. 
Nansen, having accurate knowledge, 
said: “The famine is beyond all doubt 
the most appalling that has ever hap- 
pened in the recorded history of man.” 
The greatest famine heretofore was the 
Chinese, in the micdle of the nineteenth 
eentury, when five thousand perished 
daily. “Thirty thousand Russians,” 
wrote D. M. Panton of London, “are 
dying of starvation every day.” The 
cemeteries had to be guarded to keep 
them from being rifled for carinibalism. 
The horror of it all beggared description. 

Then came a third and yet greater 
famine disaster. “As nearly as can be 
estimated,” said the Federal Council 
Bulletin editorially in May, 1929, “over 
20,000,000 women and children in China 
are now not merely facing starvation, 
but actually starving. Many of these 
are in regions too far inland and away 
from rail communications to be helped 
now.” The Chicago Tribune declared 
that “latest reports on the famine indi- 
cate 30 million persons are affected in- 
stead of the 20 million first reported. 
. - - Competent authorities expressed 
fear that 15,000,000 persons might per- 
ish.” In North China alone, the China 
Famine Relief, U. S. A., with headquar- 
ters in New York, printed in its appeal: 
“The tragedy of over 8,000,000 human be- 
ings having starved to death is one of 
the most terrible in history”; and then 
(Mar. 30, 1931) feared the death of 
2,000,000 more “before another crop is 
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harvested.” Certain it is that this famine 
was the worst in all the records of man. 
Dogs, cats, and rats were delicacies. The 
cooking and eating of the flesh of dead 
relatives was common. Thousands died 
with tree bark, roots, and grasses 
stuffed in their stomachs. White clay 
was made into soup to deaden the 
agonies of hunger. This meant only 
slow suicide and more agonizing death 
later on. 

Pestilence ——Without any warning, ex- 
cept that which fell from the lips of 
Christ himself nearly two millenniums 
before, a pestilence came in 1918, the 
total mortality of which was not less 
han 12,000,000, placed by many at a 
auch higher figure. The medical cor- 
espondent of the London Times, as 
early as December 18, 1918, reported: 
“Six million persons have perished of 
infruenza and pneumonia during the 
last twelve weeks. . . . This plague is 
five times more deadly than war. Never 
since the Black Death has such a plague 
swept over the face of the world.” 

But the Black Death was the scourge 
of Europe and was more or less local- 
ized. The Black Death was epidemic. 
The “Flu” of 1918-1919 was pandemic. 
No country on earth escaped its rav- 
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ages. It broke out on ships two thou- 
sand miles from land, In some coun- 
tries, true, it was more deadly than in 
others. In India, 4,933,133 deaths were 
recorded within a few months. Whole 
villages became villages of the dead. 
“It is an epidemic,” declared Major Nor- 
man White, Sanitary Commissioner for 
India, “in many respects without parallel 
in the history of disease.” 
Earthquakes—We have before and 
elsewhere noted that the greatest earth- 
quakes (save for possibly one) that have 
ever shaken this old terra firma have 
all come since the close of the World 
War. Several of them literally shook 
this terrestrial globe. An official report 
of the Chinese quake in December, 1920, 
gave the loss of life around the Ching 
Ting Choo district at 300,000. A C. I. M. 
missionary declared that “working on 
this proportion, it would mean that 
somewhere between 500,000 and 1,000,- 
000 lost their lives.” Whether or not 
these figures are accurate, certain it is 
that this quake exceeds any other earth- 
quake known in seismographical records, 
Only one earthquake earlier in human 
history might contest the “honor” of be- 
ing the greatest, and that would be the 
Indian earthquake, in 1737, when an 
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estimated 300,000 died. As good an 
authority as the Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica says that this figure “may be ex- 
aggerated.” 

Since that time Japan, Baffin Bay, In- 
dia, and Turkey have experienced major 
quakes, while the crust of the whole 
earth has been aquiver with lesser quak- 
ing. 

Greatest war, greatest famine, greatest 
pestilence, greatest .earthquake— any 
one of which should cause men to medi- 
tate upon the way of God with .men. 
And, when all these can be synchronized 
within the space of ten years— 1914 to 
1923— and a space of twenty years 
would include the last great Chinese 
famine, then men who think, and espe- 
cially those who think in the light of 
divine revelation, will not dismiss it all 
with a flippant sneer. We said—men 
who think! Most men don’t think. It 
is so-much easier to sneer! 

Weigh it well! Nearly six thousand 
years have passed since: God placed 
Adam in Eden. And yet the four great- 
est plagues that can afflict the human 
race were all packed in a single decade! 
If that does not fulfill the sign that the 
Lord Jesus gave in answer to the ques- 
tion “What shall be the sign of thy com- 
ing?”—then, pray tell, just what is it 
going to take to fulfill the words that 
“cannot be broken”? (John 10:35.) 

But now note: “All these are [but] 
the beginning. of sorrows” (Matt. 24:8). 
One would think that those four sore 
calamities were sorrows enough! But 
our Lord warns us that they will only 
be a prelude to the “sorrows” that are 
to be! Then, “O my Lord, what shall 
be the end of these things?” (Dan. 12:8.) 

And now, behold, what have we seen 
come upon the world since those four 
stupendous cataclysms upheaved man’s 
cosmos to the point where the. entire 
structure is severely threatened with 
collapse and utter destruction? 


II. Anti-SEMITISM ENGULFS THE 
JEwIsH RAcE 


Bear in mind, our Lord. was speaking 
to Jews, not Gentiles. So-far as the 
Jews are concerned, their “sorrows” did 
not begin with the World War, famine, 
pestilence, and earthquake in the score 
of years between 1914 and 1934. Their 
world-agony began with the advent of 
the violently anti-Semitic Reichsfuehrer, 
Adolf Hitler, who stepped into full 
power in Germany March. 5, 1933, From 
that day, wave after wave of anti-Se- 
mitiec hatred, starting in Germany, has 
rolled out over the nations of the whole 
earth, It is admitted that at no period 
since the prophecy was uttered by our 
Lord have so great sorrows engulfed the 
“brethren” of Jesus as the sorrows they 
have known since the German Jew- 
baiter began to breathe forth his sul- 
phuric hatred of all Israel. “Then!” 
When? “Then” —immediately after the 
greatest of all wars, famines, pestilences, 
and earthquakes — “Then shall they de- 
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liver you up to be afflicted, and shall 
kill you: and ye shall be hated of all 
nations for my name’s sake” (Matt. 
24:9). 

Can any man, cognizant of the facts 
of the present-day events as those events 
touch the sons and daughters of Israel, 
fail to realize that our Lord’s prophetic 
utterance is being fulfilled to the last 
jot and tittle? The virus of Jew-hate 
has been and continues to be injected 
into the arteries of the nations until the 
whole earth sickens and staggers as if 
bereft of all reason. On and on it 
plunges into such a day of slaughter and 


horrible agonies that thinking men are © 


saying it will bring back the midnight 
of a barbarism more barbaric because 
of our modern instruments of torture 
and of death—an age darker than the 
darkest midnight this earth has ever 
known. , 

And what started the march to the 
international slaughterhouse? Let the 
man. who started it, and knew he was 
starting it when he marched his armies 
into Poland, give answer. He should 
know. He recently declared that the 
Jew is back of it all — “the international 
Jew” — the capitalistic Jew that he says 
is ruling Britain and France and New 
York. 

“But,” someone asks, “is it not only a 
recurrence of that which has been so 
often before?” Do not “all things con- 
tinue as they were from the beginning 
of the creation’? Not so! Heretofore, 
when the Jew was persecuted in one 
nation, other nations offered him a 
haven. Today, he is literally a vaga- 
bond :upon all the seas of the earth. 
No weleoming hand waves to him from 
any harbor. 

Davar, a labor paper in Palestine, re- 
cently vividly described the sorrow of 
the Jew out on the waters that bathe 
the shores of the homeland that God 
gave tohim: “From the Greek Isles and 
Mediterranean ports the cry of Jewish 
refugees languishing in distress is heard 
day. by day. In the ports of Lebanon 
are shiploads of refugees suffering from 
hunger and disease, people beyorid all 
hope,’ wandering purposelessly without 
prospect of rest. The authorities in the 
Lebanon, and the French officials, fulfill 
their duty by fumigating the boats 
stricken with plague, aid then dispatch 
the refugees back to sea. ... We hear 
of nine hundred refugees brought to a 
distant island and deposited without 
anyone caring for their fate.” 

It never has been thus before! And 
especially is it true that no outburst of 
anti-Semitism in the history of man has 
been immediately preceded by synchron- 
ized war, famine, pestilence, and earth- 
quake such as previous ages have not 
known ! 


The international blockade is against 


the race that introduced us to the living 
God, gave us our Saviour, and of whom 
the ‘Master’ said, “Salvation is of the 
Jews" (John 4:22). The spirit. of anti- 
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God is abroad on the face of the whole 
earth. Therefore the Jew is hated, as 
our Lord himself declared, “for my 
name’s sake!” Yes, the international 
blockade of the ports of earth against 
the brethren of Jesus is significant be- 
yond our power to tell! Heretofore they 
were permitted to wander on the land. 
Now they must wander upon the sea, 
with no land they can call their own. 
Verily, “There is sorrow on the sea; it 
cannot be quiet”! (Jer. 49:23.) No, “it 
cannot be quiet” with the Jew a wander- 
ing, homeless vagabond upon its bosom ! 
It never, never will be quiet until Israel 
is permitted to land! Until then — 


To and fro,—to and fro,— 
Sorrow and weeping, — 
Strange seas to roam. 

To and fro,—to and fro,— 
Yet ages are ending! for 
Israel is riding the 
Mad billows home! 


Having set forth the first two of 
fifteen signs of our Lord’s return 
that are different from anything the 
world has witnessed since the proph- 
ecy was uttered, Dr. Bauman will 
continue next week with the remain- 
ing thirteen. These will occupy two 
or more articles, which will be fol- 
lowed by several more in the series, 
one dealing with Armageddon and 
another in a special way with the 
Second Coming of Christ. 


we 


The Instilling of Reverence 
(Continued from second page) 


a decided tendency in some quarters to 
neglect entirely the more worshipful 
hymns for sacred song of a lighter type, 
or for the singing of choruses. And 
the loss in respect to developing rever- 
ence is great. There is most certainly 
a place for the modern Gospel song, as 
Moody and Sankey proved. And the 
singing of choruses can be very profit- 
able. But when children are brought up 
exclusively on such a diet of sacred 
song they miss the greatest treasures of 
Christian hymnology, through ignorance 
of the great, time-tested hymns of the 
Christian Church, and they lose the 
greater worshipfulness of such hymns 
and their deeply reverential spirit. 

4. Last of all, there is the place of the 
Word of God in the promotion of rev- 
erence. The very earliest impressions 
will come from observation of the atti- 
tude of others in the place of worship, 
but eventually the teaching of the Bible 
about God, which lies at the root of 
all reverence for him, will come within 
the grasp of the child mind, and it is 
essential that a balanced Bible view of 
God be imparted as early as possible. 

Much irreverence is due to sheer igno- 
rance. Of many today it must be said, 
“There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.” No fear of offending the Judge of 
all, no concern to honor the Father of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore no rev- 
erence in the soul. And with many this 
lack goes back to ignorance of God as 
he is revealed in the Bible. Reverence 
is fear mingled with respect and love. 
To fear and respect God we must know 
his greatness and his holiness, while to 
love him as well, we must know his 
exceeding kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. And for all this, Biblical teach- 
ing concerning God must be given. 

From Isaiah 6 we learn that the high- 
est and holiest created beings tremble 
in the presence of the thrice holy God. 

To Thee Cherubim and Seraphim con- 

tinually do cry, 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth. 

The writer can still hear the choir 
in the church of his childhood singing 
those words, and instilling that Biblical 
picture of God, long before the narrative 
in Isaiah 6 was familiar to him. If those 
nearest “the burning bliss” show the 
profoundest reverence, if the very angels 
veil their faces, how much more should 
man, the sinner, approaching God as he 
must by the way of the cross alone, draw 
near in lowliest reverence! 

Reverence is the very first element in 
godliness. Without it there is no real 
worship, no truly devout love, gratitude, 
faith, hope, and obedience toward God. 
It lies at the root of everything in the 
godly life. Therefore, with all our 
teaching, let us ‘teach reverence. 

And incidentally we shall solve an- 
other problem, the problem of respect 
for church and Sunday school property. 
Of course, there must be the right adult 
example here too, and proper supervision. 
If the adult membership of a church does 
not care enough’ to see that the place 
of worship is kept neat, orderly, clean, 
and attractive within and without, youth 
will have little respect for church build- 
ings and property. Or if there is care- 
lessness in supervision that permits chil- 
dren to roam at will and untended 
through church buildings and grounds, 
there will be scant respect and care 
for the place of Christian worship and 
instruction. But with church property 
suitably cared for and supervised, and 
children grounded in reverence for God, 
respect for the house of worship. will 
be readily secured. With definite teach- 
ing occasionally given to show that 
it is part of our reverence for God to 
treat with respect the place set apart 
for his worship and service, the child 
who reveres God will not lightly deface 
church furnishings or damage church 
buildings. 

ve 
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sent to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 
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Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 











In Lowliness is Rest 


ERTRUDE ATHERTON, in her por- 

trayal of Alexander Hamilton, 
ascribes part of his powerful leadership 
to the fact that he never seemed to take 
himself seriously. She says that even 
in the crises when his seriousness was 
most profound, his personality most 
overwhelming, an unfailing sense of 
humor saved him from demagogy. 
Whether or not the picture is true to 
life, it is certainly pleasing. 

“Not many miles from here, and e’en 
not many months ago” there came an 
elderly minister to take charge of a 
small, struggling church. He looks an 
interesting person who might well have 
much to give to a needy field, a large 
man with a distinguished bearing, a fine 
old head, gray hair slightly flowing. 
Perhaps he is proving all one could ask 
in the situation; not being of his com- 
munion I do not know. I confess that 
I felt vague misgivings when soon after 
his arrival his picture appeared in a 
local paper clad in gown and mortar- 
board. We are rather plain folk here- 
abouts. There is a sprinkling of college 
degrees among us, but most of us who 
have college diplomas have tucked them 
away in our trunks and forgotten about 
them. The old minister very kindly 
took charge of our meeting for prayer 
and Bible study recently in the absence 
of our pastor, but again I felt that faint 
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stir of disappointment when he took it 
ill that we took no notes on his dis- 
course. 

I have, as a hangover from schooldays 
long, long past, a fondness for limping 
frequently through the pages of a well- 
worn Greek Testament. Often I yearn 
for a crutch to aid my halting steps, but 
Greek fell out of favor soon after I left 
school and I am lonely in my hobby. 
Last night I noticed the elderly pastor 
in our evening congregation. I was 
thinking about the mortarboard, when 
there flashed up the hope that here I 
might find help on a question that had 


been teasing my mind. When I assumed | 
that he was interested in the original 


text, for just an instant there flitted over 
his face a faintly humorous gleam and 
I thought hopefully that he was going 
to be jolly and human, but it faded and 
straightway he began to be profound. 
From the shadow of Colossus I looked 
up timidly to ask, Could it be thus and 
so? And he replied in deep chest tones, 
“Yes, yes, it is doubtless thus and so.” 
How I rejoice to read of the blessed 
Lord of glory that the common people 
heard him gladly and the children had 
to be shooed away to make room for the 
grown folk. Yet here was wisdom un- 
told. Even when for my sinful sake he 
divested himself of all the glory and 
prestige of Heaven and took a towel 
and girded himself—even then he was 
the embodiment of the wisdom that is 
from above: first pure, by all means that 
first, but after that so immeasurably 
peaceable, so kind, so easy of approach. 
There is infinite restfulness in the 
thought of his simplicity. God forbid 
that any vile, lost sinner, once for all 
redeemed, should ever strut again! 
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The Remarkable Fruit of One Sunday School 


Where the teachers have been “ stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord” 


aE 


By Anna Molaska 














HE Lord has done great things for 

us, whereof we are glad. Five mis- 
sionaries in four different countries, ten 
ministers, four ministers’ wives, and 
four young people in training for Chris- 
tian work,—this is the record of God’s 
work within the past fifteen years or 


so in a small Sunday school, whose: 


attendance averaged around sixty or 
seventy-five, sometimes reaching one 
hundred. 

The Sunday school work began in a 
small, struggling mission, and as the 
years went by the Lord added to it. I 
do not suppose that the Sunday school 
teachers realized, as these children 
passed through their Junior, Interme- 
diate, and young people’s classes, that 
they were teaching future missionaries 
and ministers, and that they would be 





scattered over the globe in service for 
their Master. Nor did they realize, as 
they prayed much for some of the dis- 
obedient, troublesome boys, that they 
would one day be workers in the vine- 
yard, proclaiming the Gospel and lifting 
up the blood-stained banner of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Most of these boys and girls gave their 
hearts to the Lord in their early youth, 
and many of them were saved in the 
Sunday school. During the period of 
time in which they were in Sunday 
school, the teachers had prayed much 
for them, both in their private prayers 
and in their monthly teachers’ meetings, 
mentioning them all by name. There was 
also much prayer that the Lord would 
send forth laborers from this Sunday 
school. Doubtless none of the teachers 
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realized how greatly God would answer 
their prayers. 

But the seed that was thus patiently 
sown year by year, and watered with 
tears and prayers, one day grew up into 
a tree of the Lord. As the boys and 
girls entered the young men’s and young 
women’s classes, the Lord began to show 
them his will for their future; and 
many of them entered ‘training schools, 
and from there went into the Lord’s 
work. 

J. was one of the earliest of the Sun- 
day school scholars to grow up and go 
into the harvest field. Today he is a 
minister in Beloit, Wis. Then there was 
a class.of boys, almost the entire group 
of which are now in the harvest field. 
From that one class twelve boys have 
entered the ministry, and some of them 
have returned for a visit and thanked 
their former Sunday school teachers for 
their patience with them, and told them 


*how much they appreciated their love 


and interest during their Sunday school 
years. 

Little did the young men’s teacher 
realize that L., who had a high, squeaky 
voice which disqualified him as a 
speaker, would one day be a deep- 
voiced, successful minister and mission- 
ary in Brazil. Nor did he realize that 
Y., who had been such a “funster” in 
class, would also be a minister, prepar- 
ing to go to South America. In that 
same class was C., who was so quiet and 
slow of speech that none would have 
thought he would be a missionary in 
the mountains of Kentucky. And there 
was F,. P., who was always a very ear- 
nest and sincere scholar,—today work- 
ing in a mission which he started'him- 
self in the slums of New York. F. M. 
left Sunday school and church and 
turned’ away from the Lord. But the 
seed sown bore fruit, for he returned 
to the Lord, entered a training school, 
and is today traveling with an evangel- 
ist, proclaiming: salvation to the lost. 
As the years went by others of the Sun- 
day school boys, now young men, have 
gone into training for the Lord’s work. 

Alas, there were other boys who were 
also in the same Sunday school classes, 
but who did not continue to follow the 
Lord and today are serving the Devil 
—Sunday school classmates who sat 
side by side with the others — now trav- 
eling roads that lead in opposite direc- 
tions. Nevertheless, the Lord has gath- 
ered many sheaves from among these 
children. 

And what of the girls? They, tdo, had 
been prayed for. by their teachers, and 
patiently led in the paths of righteous- 
ness. “A., who was so shy and quiet that 
she could hardly be heard when she 
spoke, has been a missionary in South 
America for several years. Her Sunday 
school teacher might have looked at her 
and thought she was too backward for 
the Lord to use, but he called her and 
sent her forth. 

G. is néw the wife of a minister in 
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Wisconsin. J., once a pupil, then teacher, 
is today the wife of the ‘pastor of the 
church, and herself the superintendent 
in the same Sunday school in which she 
had been a scholar. There was also 
P., who tried the patience of her teachers 
so much that some of them were at the 
point of giving up the class—now in 
Bible school, with a call to India. One 
of the young women most recently sent 
out is V. She was a very sweet girl who 
loved the Lord, but a great mischief- 
maker, who delighted to set all the girls 
in her class to giggling. Within the last 
few months she has gone into training, 
with Her eyes also upon India. A., who 
entered the Sunday-school a worldly 
Catholi¢, having never seen a Bible un- 
til her ‘seventeenth year, became a Sun- 
day school teacher and church worker, 
and is now in training for the vine- 
yard. 

Surely, as the teachers of these boys 
and girls behold their former pupils 
scattered over the world, they say, “What 
hath God wrought!” Are not the 
teachers thankful to the Lord that he 
gave. them grace and patience to -per- 
severe in giving the Word and water- 
ing it: with prayer? A Sunday school 
teacher does not know what wonderful 
prospects he has before him, — what op- 
portunities the Lord is giving him to 
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mold and shape lives as they come to 
them Sunday after Sunday. 

Here is the actual record of what the 
Lord has done in this little Sunday 
school: 

One in India 

Two in South America 

One in Africa 

One a missionary in Kentucky 

Four in training, two of whom are called 
to India 

Seven ministers, one preparing for 
South America and another for Africa 

Two evangelists 

Four ministers’ wives 

And what about today? The Lord is 
still working in that little Sunday school. 
The teachers continue.to pray that the 
Lord will send forth laborers into the 
harvest field. Within the past three 
months three young people have gone 
into training, and there are others whom 
we believe the Lord will call, and who 
really purpose to work for their Master. 

Does Sunday school work pay? Does 
it pay for the teachers to be patient with 
those. who seem impossible, those who 
are disobedient, the backward ones, and 
the mischievous ones? Yes, it certainly 
did pay in this school, and it will pay 
in every Sunday school that upholds 
the blood-stained banner of the cross, 
teaches the Word, and prays. 


KENOSHA, WIS. 








Can the Sunday School 


A school where there are now over 
2,500 sound books in constant use 





Library Be a Success? 
By Mrs. Lewis E. Andrews 

















N THIS day of the free public library, 

the “lending library,” and magazine 
stands on every corner—is there any 
longer a place or a need for the Sun- 
day school library? 

This question has been asked many 
times in recent years, and in most Sun- 
day schools it seems to have been a dead 
issue for a good while past. But if the 
reader has any doubt about the answer 
to the question at the head of this arti- 
cle, he» should take a personally con- 
ducted tour through the First Brethren 
Bible School of Long Beach, Calif., 
bringing his travels to an educational 
terminus in the basement of that eighty- 
room building, where he will find a 
successful, up-to-date, and much-read 
Sunday school library. 

This Bible School is part of the 
famous church of which Dr. Bauman is 
pastor, whose articles on Prophecy in 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times are bringing 
such blessing to many. 

The library was opened June 2, 1935, 
in a basement classroom of the church, 
with a small collection of seventy-five 
books. The project had been publicized 
through the church calendar, appeals be- 
ing made for books to form a nucleus. By 





the close of that year the library con- 
tained 1,039 books, necessitating the sur- 
render of a classroom-for the. exclusive 
use of the library. At the time of the 
writing of this article (October, 1939), 
there are 2,684 books on the shelves. The 
majority of these are the gifts of friends 
and members of the church. However, 
the Bible School supplies funds for the 
purchase of one book a month. The 
heavier class of literature, such as works 
of reference and current books of a 
Christian fundamental nature, are 
bought in this way. Money received 
by fines on overdue books is used to 
buy young people’s Christian fiction and 
small incidentals for. the work of the 
library. 

Before a book is placed on the shelves 
(unless the author is known to be 
authoritative and doctrinally sound), the 
book is carefully read, and approved or 
disapproved. 

All books are indexed by title, author, 
and contents. The library is open every 
Sunday before and after Bible School, 
and before and after prayer meeting 
Wednesday evenings. 

A suitable system has been adopted for 
charging out books, and a borrower’s 
















card printed, / 
book, the bofrower signing his name 
and address on the card for,the book 
he is taking, lating + the rd’with the 
librarian. Books lost or badly ‘cut 
are paid for at a nominal; pritd me 


borrower, sapcpesrinel eK 
are lost. all ay 


room where Fare repaired, and even 
completely rebound. 
The classes of books are: 


Devotional, Prophecy, Archeology. 

History (church and secular). 

Cults and Isms. 

Bible Study, Missions, Biography. 

Party Plans. 

Teacher Training. 

Reference (Americana, Our Wonder 
World, The Book of Knowledge, The 
Book of History, Encyclopedia). 

Christian Ethics. 

Bible. Story Books, Story Telling. 

Poetry. 

Christian Fiction. 

Music, Travel. 

Magazines (National Geographic, 
Reader’s Digest, Popular Mechanics, 
King’s Business, World Dominion). 


A study of this varied list will dem- 
onstrate the fact that this library is 
equipped to help Sunday school teachers, 
Christian Endeavor leaders, Bible stu- 
dents, and many others who are looking 
for profitable reading matter. Conver- 
sions have come as one result. 

The reader of this article will real- 
ize that there must be some labor at- 
tached to such an institution. It did not 
“just grow.” Back of it all is a guiding 
hand and mind —that of the Librarian. 
Let us spell that word with a capital 
“L,” for it was her capital idea to be- 
gin this project, and it is her initiative, 
enterprise, and indefatigable work that 
has built up the library to its present 
size and usefulness. Furthermore, she 
has called to her aid several efficient 
workers—an assistant librarian, two 
clerks, and reviewers, all of whom give 
many hours of their time to the service 
of the library. And they are just as 
faithful and efficient as if they were re- 
ceiving salaries. We know that their 
services, making it possible for so many 
to use this valuable collection of books, 
are highly appreciated by the borrowers. 
They are rendering a definite help in 
the lives of many Christian young peo- 
ple and their leaders, and you know 
the Apostle Paul classes “helps” among 
the mighty— “First apostles, secondly 
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps” 
(1 Cor. 12:28). 

The Sunday school library, if properly 
and efficiently conducted, is anything but 
“a back number.” But it takes personal 
supervision, spiritual discernment, pa- 
tience, knowledge—and hours, days, 
weeks, and years of persistent, conscien- 
tious labor. 


Lone Beacu, CALIF. 
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LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 25. STEWARDS IN THE KINGDOM 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 24 and 25; printed text, Matthew 25; 14-27 
Golden Text.—Well done, thou good and faithful servant.—Matt. 25: 21 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Matthew 25:14-27 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling 
into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered 
unto them his goods. 

15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to 
another one; to every man according to his several ability; and 
straightway took his journey. 

16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded 
with the same, and made them other five talents. 

17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other 
two. 

18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, 
and hid his lord’s money. 

19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and 
reckoneth with them. 

20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought 
other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five 
talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 

21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, 
thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two 
other talents beside them. 

23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, 
Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where 
thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: 

25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: 
lo, there thou hast that is thine. 

26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and 
slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, 
and gather where I have not strawed: 

27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the 
exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine 
own with usury. 


% % 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Matt. 25:14 For it is as when a man, going into another ¢ountry, 
called his own ‘servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 
15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, to another 
one; to each according to his several ability; and he went on his 
journey. 16 Straightway he that received the five talents went 
and traded with them, and made other five talents. 17 In like 
manner he also that received the two gained other two. 18 But 
he that received tire one went away and digged in the earth, and 
hid his lord’s money. 19 Now after a long time the lord of those 
servants cometh, and maketh a reckoning with them. 20 And 
he that received the five talents came and brought other five 
talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: lo, 
I -have gained other five talents. 21 His lord said unto him, 
Well done, good and faithful *servant: thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will set thee over many things; enter thou 
into the joy of thy lord. 22 And he also that received the two 
talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: 
lo, I have gained other two talents. 23 His lord said unto him, 
Well done, good and faithful *servant: thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will set thee over many things; enter thou 
into the joy of thy lord. 24 And he also that had received the 
one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art a 
hard man, reaping where thou didst not sow, and gathering 
where thou didst not scatter; 25 and I was afraid, and went away 
and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, thou hast thine own. 26 But 
his lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful 
2servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather 
where I did not scatter; 27 thou oughtest therefore to have put 
my money to the bankers, and at my coming I should have 
received back mine own with interest. 


1Gr., bondservants. *Gr., bondservant. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HESE two great chapters form what 
Tse Robert Anderson has called 

“The second sermon on the mount.” 
All that we have here was uttered by 
our Lord on the Mount of Olives in 
answer to the question of his disciples, 
“When shall these things be? and what 
shall be the sign of thy coming, and the 
end of the world [or age]?” They de- 
serve a much more careful consideration 
than we can give them here. In chapter 
24 he shows the conditions that will pre- 
vail in the world during the time of his 
rejection and, more particularly, in what 
the prophet Daniel calls “the time of 
the end,” the great tribulation immedi- 
ately preceding our Lord’s return as 
Son of man, to set up the Kingdom of 
Heaven on this earth in power and glory. 
In the three parables of Chapter 25 we 
have first, in that of the virgins, the re- 
sponsibilities resting upon his people 


during his absence and the importance 
of being ready to greet him when he 
returns. In that of the talents we are 
reminded of the account which every 
servant will have to give in that day 
for whatever ability has been entrusted 
to him, and in the last we have the 
judgment of the living nations when the 
Son of man comes in the clouds of 
heaven, with his holy angels, and sits 
upon the throne of his glory. 

This judgment of the nations on the 
earth at that time is not to be con- 
founded with the judgment of the 
wicked dead, when the Great White 
Throne is set up at the end of the King- 
dom age, which will be also the end 
of the world. The contrast between that 
scene in Revelation 20:11-15 and the 
premillennial judgment of Matthew 25: 
31-46 is very noticeable. The two events 
are separated by a thousand years. 


The Historical Setting 


The parable of the talents seems to 
be based upon a definite historical inci- 
dent familiar to the people in Christ’s 
days. Herod left his kingdom to Arche- 





laus, but the people did not want him 
as ruler. He went to Rome to put the 
case before Cesar, who confirmed the 
kingdom to him. Ere leaving, he en- 
trusted large sums of money to his own 
followers to use in his interest. When 
he returned in triumph he rewarded his 
servants and punished his enemies. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 25:14—“A man travelling into 
a far country.” Note that the italicized 
words in the A. V. should be eliminated. 
This parable has a very broad applica- 
tion. It refers to all of Christ’s serv- 
ants during his absence in Heaven. He 
has “delivered unto them his goods.” 
They are to act for him as his repre- 
sentatives in the world until he returns. 


Verse 15.—“Every man according to 
his several ability.” All have some tal- 
ents, which we are responsible to use 
to further the work of the Lord in this 
scene. “It is required in stewards, that 
a man be found faithful”. (1 Cor. 4:2). 

Verses 16, 17.—“Traded: with the 
same.” Both the five-talent man and 
the two-talent one were faithful with 
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what they had. Each doubled his lord’s 
money by using what was entrusted to 
him, wisely and carefully. This was all 
that could be expected of them. 

Verse 18—“‘Hid his lord’s money.” 
This man thought he had so little, as 
compared with the others, it was not 
worth endeavoring to-do anything with 
it. He hid it in the earth, thinking that 
the best he could -do would be- not to 
squander it. He was'an unworthy serv- 
ant, without vision or a true sense of re- 
sponsibility. 


Verse 19.—“The lord of. those servants 
cometh, and reckoneth with them.” On 
his return he called each one to account 
for the use of that which had been com- 
mitted to him. So it will be at the 
judgment seat of Christ when our Sav- 
iour returns (2 Cor. 5:9, 10). 


Verse 20.—“I have gained ... five 
talents more.” ‘This servant was able 
to give an account with joy (Heb. 13: 
17). He had used his talents faithfully 
and he could be certain of his lord’s 
commendation. 


Verse 21—“Thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things.” Because of 
his integrity and wisdom during his 
lord’s absence, he was rewarded by a 
special place of trust and confidence 
when he returned. So will it be at 
Christ’s return for those who have been 
faithful to him in this time of testing. 


Verse 22—“He also that had received 
two talents came.” This man had less 
to do with, but he was as truly faithful 
as his fellow servant who had so much 
more. We are held accountable for 
what we have, not what we do not 
have (2 Cor. 8:12). 


Verse 23.—“Well done, good gnd faith- 
ful servant.” This man receives the 
same commendation as the other, for 
he, too, had doubled what was entrusted 
to him, so he also is accorded a place 
of authority in the kingdom. 


Verse 24.—“I knew thee that thou art 
an hard man.” The one-talent man 
seeks to put the blame of his failure 
to produce upon his master. He was 
like those who blame the Lord because 
of their limited gifts and who do not re- 
alize that to whom little is given, of him 
shall little be required, but who are, nev- 
ertheless, responsible to use faithfully 
what they have. On the other hand, 
he who has received much is the more 
accountable (Luke 12:48). 


Verse 25.—“There thou hast that is 
thine.” He had failed utterly in re- 
gard to the very purpose for which 
the talent -was entrusted to him, yet 
he sought to justify his negligence and 
supposed his lord would be satisfied. 


Verse 26—“Thou wicked and slothful 
servant.” It is wicked to be disobedient. 
It is slothfulness to fail to act ener- 
getically. This servant had to suffer 
because he failed to carry out the pur- 


‘ 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy. or $1 a dozen. 


8. (22) February 25.—Stewards in the 
CED. x. . nedocncten Matthew 24 and 25 

9. (23) March 3.—In the Upper Room. 
Matthew 26:1-30. 

10. (24) March 10.—Gethsemane: Triumph 
Through Surrender ....Matthew 26:30-56 

11. (25) March 17.—Calvary: Triumph 
Through Sacrifice. Matthew 26:57 to 27:56 

12. (26) March 24.—The Sepulcher: Tri- 
umph Over Death. Matthew 27:57 to 28:15 

13 (27) March 31.—The Continuing Task. 
Matthew 28:16-20 

Second Quarter 

1, April 7.—Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7 

2. April 14.—Hosea Tells of God’s For- 
giving Love ......... Hosea 6, 11, and 14 
3. April 21.—Micah’s Vision of Peace ..Micah 








pose of the master, as made known to 
him. 

Verse 27—“Then at my coming I 
should have received mine own with 
usury.” If nothing else, the servant 
should have put out the money at in- 
terest and thus have added something to 
what he had received. He represents 
those who, while professing to be 
Christ’s servants, do not really know 
him at all and so do not seek to obey 
his Word. 


Verses 28-30.—While these verses are 
not included in the printed lesson, they 
should be carefully weighed. Eternal 
issues hang upon the right use of what 
we receive from the Lord. 


A Lesson Outline 
“Every MAN” 

1. To every man his work (Mark 13: 
34) 

2. Every man, according to his ability 
(Matt. 25:15) 

3. Let every man take heed (1 Cor. 3: 
10) 

4. Every man prove his own work 
(Gal. 6:4) 

5. Every man’s work to be examined 
(1 Cor. 3:13) 

6. Every man to have praise of God 
(1 Cor. 4:5) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


We should be careful to distinguish 
between reward for service and salva- 
tion by grace. All who trust in the 
Lord Jesus are saved, and this altogether 
apart from human merit. But all who 
profess to believe in him are responsible 
to serve him and to use whatever gift, 
ability, or means they have for his glory 
and to further his interests in this 
world.. There are those who profess to 
be servants who are not even born of 
the Spirit. But God holds men account- 
able for what they know and profess. 
It is incumbent on all who believe his 
Word to serve whole-heartedly in view 
of the day when every one of us shall 
give an account. In that solemn hour 
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no one will regret having been too much 
concerned about living for him, but 
many will regret the hours spent in self- 
ishness and folly which might have been 
used for his glory, and talents wasted 
or hidden away that if properly in- 
vested in the light of eternity would 
have earned Christ’s “Well done.” He 
will reward all that is in accordance 
with his Word: (1 Cor. 3:13). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


It was when the master returned that 
he took account of his servants. And 
it will be at the return of our Lord 
Jesus that he will summon his serv- 
ants to stand before his judgment seat, 
not to be condemned for their sins, for 
that judgment is past (John 5:24), but 
to render an account of their service. 
Both for Israel and the church rewards 
are to be given out at his coming. See 
Isaiah 62:11 and Revelation 22:12. 


The wicked and slothful servant does 
not represent a child of God, because 
he is cast into the outer darkness. He 
has nothing for which he can be re- 
warded. It is otherwise with those who 
are regenerated. Of them it is written 
that in that day, “shall every man have 
praise of God” (1 Cor. 4:5). This refers, 
of course, not to every man as such, but 
to every one of those who appear at the 
judgment seat of Christ, where only be- 
lievers will stand. 


If we use whatever gifts we have, no 
matter how small and insignificant they 
may seem, in dependence on God, we 
shall find our capacity for service in- 
creasing constantly. We are told to 
covet earnestly the best gifts (1 Cor. 
12:31) and to use them in love. 


Applications and Summaries 


Nothing is gained by quibbling as to 
the exact dispensational place of this 
lesson. The principle is the same 
whether applied to the church now or 
to the remnant of Israel after the rap- 
ture. The important thing is to see 
that we use aright what we have re- 
ceived of the Lord. 


Many people do practically nothing 
for God because they cannot do some 
great thing, but he values all that is 
done out of love for Christ. 

It is not when we go to Heaven, but 
when the Lord Jesus comes back, that 
he rewards his servants for faithfulness 
in his absence, 

Are we so behaving ourselves that we 
may be assured of his approval in that 
coming day of manifestation? 


“Go on, go on; there’s all eternity to 
rest in, 
And far too few are on the active 
service list. 
No labor for the Lord is risky to invest 
in; 
But nothing will make up, should 
His ‘Well done’ be missed.” 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HO is represented by the man who 
has gone into a far country? 
2. What do the talents represent? 
3. How is the responsibility of Christ’s 
servants measured? 
4. What does the return of the lord of the 
servants represent? 
5. When will believers give account of 
their service? 
6. What is the difference between salva- 
tion and reward? 
7. What proof is there that the one-talent 
man represents a stranger to Christ? 
8. Why is it necessary to know the Lord 
if we would serve aright? 
9. How may we increase what has been 
committed to us? 
10. What is the important lesson for us 
all to learn from this story? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 121 of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by e 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach Th: Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustratiens 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Prayer and Hoe.—Went and traded 
with the same (Matt. 25:16). Said one 
man to another: “Uncle Dan, I heard that 
you asked the Lord for that good gar- 
den. Is that correct?” “Yes, sir, it is,” 
proudly replied the man whose flour- 
ishing garden was his delight; “only I 
never pray for a good garden unless I 
have a hoe in my hand. I say, ‘Lord, 
you send the sunshine and the rain, and 
I'll keep down these weeds.’”—From 
The Christian Advocate. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


At the End of the Report.—After a 
long time the lord of those servants 
cometh, and reckoneth with them (v. 
19). “It was my privilege to meet on 
one occasion with a little society in a 
small town,” said the leader of a young 
people’s organization. “But it was a 
little society with a large spirit. They 
required written reports at each busi- 
ness meeting. At the end of each report 
this sentence was added, ‘This work 
done for Jesus Christ.’ If nothing had 
been done, the report was written, ‘Noth- 
ing done for Jesus Christ.’ The presi- 
dent told me that that little sentence 
made a profound impression, and its 
effects were visible and audible in 
greatly improved work.”—From Earnest 
Worker. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Piedmont, W. Va. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Playing Safe !—I was afraid, and went 
and hid my talent in the earth (v. 25)” 
A motorist once stopped for water at 
a dilapidated house in the South where 
a barefooted man, leaning against a 
rickety fence, was gazing meditatively 
across a field that had grown up to 
weeds. “How is your cotton this year?” 
asked the motorist. “Well, sir,” replied 
the man, “I ain’t got no cotton. I didn’t 
plant none ’cause I was afraid the boll 
weevil might be bad.” “How is your 
corn?” “Well, I didn’t plant no corn 
neither, for I didn’t know if we'd git 
rain,” he replied. The motorist hesi- 
tated, “How are your sweet potatoes?” 
he asked at last. “Well, now, Stranger,” 
the man replied, “you see, it’s just tnis 
way: I didn’t plant no sweet pertaters 
‘cause I was afraid the bugs might take 
them. No, sir, I didn’t plant nothin’, 
I just played safe.”—From Youth’s Com- 
panion. Sent by L. G. James, Toronto. 


Buried by the Tide——Take therefore 
the talent from him (v. 28). I was ine 
pressed by the lesson which a father 
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taught his children by the seashore. 
Taking from his pocket a silver dollar, 
he placed it upon the sand just above 
the waterline. In a few moments several 
incoming waves had buried it from sight. 
Then, before he allowed them to go and 
dig it out, he said: “Everything valu- 
able that we allow to lie unused is soon 
buried by the tide of life as this dollar 
has been buried by the tide of the 
ocean.”—From Prof. F. E. Dager. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


When Praise Means Most.—Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant (Golden 
Text). A short time after the Wofld 
War, a blind soldier was playing the 
piano in the convalescent ward of a Lon- 
don hospital. Presently some visitors 
entered the room, but he was used to 
such interruptions, and played on, filling 
the long ward with lovely melody. When 
the music ceased a gentleman walked 
over to the piano and said, “Well done, 
my friend!” The surprised soldier, 
thinking it was one of his comrades, 
swung around on his stool, and with a 
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Lesson for February 25: 


smile said, “And who are you?” Quick 
as a flash, and as startling, came the 
reply, “Your King!” In an instant the 
man was on his feet with his hand at 
salute, his whole being instinct with 
pleasure at the honor accorded him by 
the royal word of praise—From Chris- 
tian Beacon. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vin- 
ing, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Instead of a Ticket.—Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant (Golden Text). 
Since the “Orchids for the Careful” cam- 
psign was inaugurated in Honolulu by 
Chief of Police William A. Gabrielson, 
several dozen women have heard the 


_ ominous “Pull over to the curb, lady,” 


but instead of a ticket have been pre- 
sented with an orchid, with the chief’s 
compliments. ‘Two officers have been 
detailed as an “orchid patrol,” whose 
duty is to notice all careful women 
drivers, and to reward all who seem to 
be particularly deserving. That kind of 
campaign ought really to achieve re- 
sults. But big and beauitful as an or- 
chid is, it soon fades and dies, leaving 
only a happy memory to the careful 
driver. ... A generous bouquet, so te 
speak, of Heaven’s unfailing orchids will 
be given to each believer who pleases 
the Lord by doing his will—From Now. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 


At the End of the Run.—Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant (Golden 
Text). Bennie Locke, an engine driver 
who has done fifty-seven years of serv- 
ice on the Lackawanna Railroad and has 
never received a mark of demerit from 
his superior officers,had the habit of re- 
moving his cap on entering his engine 
and uttering a prayer for God’s protec- 
tion on each day’s run. One experi- 
ence he thus describes: “Number Six 
was twenty-five minutes late out of 
Scranton one day, and I had my little 
prayer as usual when I stepped into the 
cab. After I had asked for the safety 
of our train, I said, ‘Lord, help me to 
bring her in on time.’ It was a stiff 
climb up the Pocono Mountains for the 
first part of the trip, and it never seems 
so steep as when you are late. I couldn’t 
gain a second, but after we dipped over 
the summit, things began to break just 
right for me. It was a beautiful day, 
with the air perfectly clear, and we al- 
most flew down the mountain. I just 
held her steady and let her go. At last 
the old train shed at Hoboken loomed 
ahead, and as we pulled under the edge 
of it I looked at my watch, and we were 
just on the dot. As I stood wiping the 
sweat off my face, there was a tap of 
a cane on the outside of my cab, and 
when I looked out, there stood the Presi- 
dent of the road, all smiles, and he 
said to me, ‘A good run, sir! A very 
good run!’ That meant more to me than 
anything that could have happened in 
this world. But, Brother, when I make 
my last run and pull into the Great 
Terminal, if I can just hear Him say, 
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‘A good run, sir! A very good run!’ 
the toil and the struggle down here 
won’t matter."—From The Wonderful 
Word. Sent by E. M. James, Toronto. 
Prize illustration. 


Mg 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we stand in the presence of the tests set 
forth in thy Word concerning our faithfulness 
with humility and with thankfulness for thy 
mercy. We have been very unfaithful. We 
have lost so many opportunities to show forth 
our heart-loyalty to thee. We have been care- 
less stewards, not paying sufficient attention 
to that which thou hast committed to our 
care. Help us, we pray thee, to realize in 
the light of this lesson, the importance of 
the stewardship committed to thy servants. 
May we not despise the little matters over 
which thou hast placed us in the hope that 
we may be given large matters of responsi- 
bility, until we have proved that we can be 
faithful in small things. May we indeed merit, 
through thy grace, the commendation be- 
stowed upon the faithful servant, and may we 
so live that our whole lives shall hear the 
“Well done’? coming from thee as our great 
reward. We ask this in thy dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Today we have 
been looking into a lesson which shows 
how the Lord’s return will test the qual- 
ities of our service. There is a very 
good note in the Scofield Reference Bible 
which points out that his return has 
three aspects: (1) as testing profession, 
vs. 1-13; (2) as testing service, vs. 14- 
30; (3) as testing the Gentile nations, 
vs. 31-46. For us, just now, there will 
not be time to take up each of these 
three topics, but we could never study 
a lesson liké this without making it very 
personal as to our own faithfulness in 
the stewardship that God has given each 
one of us. A steward is one who is 
entrusted with affairs that are not his 
own property. Are you and I faithful 
in the things committed to our care? 
You need not raise your hands on that 
question, but think quietly and frankly 
about your own doings. Are you faith- 
ful to that which has been committed 
to your care, not merely in money, but 
in other things for which you are re- 
sponsible? It will be the greatest pos- 
sible reward in the end to hear that 
“Well done, thou good and faithful serv- 
ant,” when the Lord speaks those words 
concerning your own life. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Business !—Then he that had received 
the five talents . . . made them other 
five talents (Matt. 25:16). Jesus, in this 
familiar story, tells us, in effect, “Pick 
out a good promising business or voca- 
tion and then go to it for all you are 
worth, and for all there is in it!” 

The man who trades is the unafraid, 
go-ahead man. The sort who makes his 
country prosperous. He is the man who 
borrows the “talent” from the bank on 
his note, or from the public on his bonds, 
and builds an addition to his plant or 
secures more acreage to crop. 

I am writing this note in the summer 
of 1938. Business has halted, and it is 
said some 13,000,000 workers are idle. 
The banks are overwhelmed with de- 
posits because of few borrowers. There 
is much newspaper talk about govern- 
ment “pump priming” to start the five 
and two talent chaps going. It was tried 
once before, but it slumped down in the 
fall of 1937. 

Congress spent much time in discuss- 
ing and voting relief for workers. Some- 
one has said, “What this country needs 
is to get off RELIEF and get on BE- 
LIEF!” “Belief” being another name 
for “Trust.” 

I had my old essay, “Always Has 
Rained,” reprinted and sent to every 
Senator and Representative. This essay 
shows that, in the United States, “panics” 
(depressions) in 1837, 1857, 1873, 1892, 
1907, and 1920 found their recovery on 
the heels of a religious awakening (see 
chapter 4 in my book “In God We Trust” 
for details). 

Both big business five talents and 
small business two talents require one 
very important “fuel” in order to get up 
steam enough to go trading. That “fuel” 
is Faith (Phil. 4:13; Psa. 118:6). 

Faith is a heavenly product. It is 
found only in the “oil” wells of godli- 
ness. “The heathen are traders.” Yes, 
peddlers, but not five and two talent 
businessmen. 


The Little Fellow.—He which had re- 
ceived the one talent (v. 24). Tom Gib- 
son put his farm out “on shares,” and 
with his wife Lydia moved into Coates- 
ville and lived at the hotel. One day 
I met Tom as he was “a loafin’ ’round 
town, tryin’ to put in the time,” and I 
said to him: 

“Tom, how are you getting along liv- 
ing a retired gentleman?” 

“Not so good, Bill. Since I’ve been 
off the farm an’ out o’ business I have 
got so blame skeery I’d be afraid to 
take a good business chance. I would 
be afraid to buy a hundred dollar cow 
if offered for fifty dollars.” 

So it comes when I have read of this 
one talent fellow I have always thought 
of my old friend Tom Gibson. Mr. One 
Talent must have had some business 
promise or the one talent ($32,640, if 
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gold; $2,176, if silver) would not have 
been given him. 

That is to say, Old Play Safe may 
have been like Tom Gibson: in business 
successfully, but had been out so long 
he was afraid to buy a hundred dollar 
camel for fifty dollars—if that was a 
camel price. 

And don’t we have them in the Lord’s 
business! I have had more than one. 
There was George Watkins (which was 
not his name). He was one of my best 
helpers. Full of initiative and sugges- 
tion and always on the job. Then cir- 
cumstances, largely domestic, took him 
out of the Sunday school for a season. 
But his reputation held good. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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When George came back he was 
handed his “talent.” But he did noth- 
ing with it. He had lost his religious 
pep and nerve, and from being the 
town’s “Mr. Somebody” he became “Mr. 
And Others.” He passed, and no reader 
in Coatesville will be able to guess to 
whom I refer (Luke 9:62). 

One can do a lot with just one talent 
if he “trades” with it. Indeéd, most of 
us are one talent folks. Edison had just 
one talent. He could invent. -He was 
not a Leonardo, who could write, com- 
pose, sing, play, paint, sculpt, make any- 
thing in gold and silver and dream great 
inventions — a regular five talenter. Edi- 
son could do the one thing—invent. He 
has 1,150 patents to his credit, upon 
which is built $25,000,000,000, if business 
is built with 2,000,000 workers. given em- 
ployment at good pay. So you, Mr. 
Average Man, with your one talent, just 
tie it up to Heaven and let it go to 
work. 


Get Busy and “Go.”—Thou wicked and 
slothful servant (v. 26). Once again our 
Lord shows us just how Heaven looks 
upon the “Quitter.” In all the fifty 
years I have taught the Iron Rose Bible 
Class of men, and in all the thirty-three 
years I have had a place in this Corner, 
I have been shouting like an ancient 
Town Crier, “Don’t be a quitter !” 

Neither man nor God has any use for 
aman or woman who quits and sits. 
Some years ago our country was afflicted 
by an epidemic of imported “Sit Down 
Strikes.” They put such a bad taste in 
the public mouth it was a blow to the 
labor union which fathered“ them. 

In the former paragraph I followed 
a little different course from most com- 
mentators. I undertook to explain “Old 
Play Safe.” I did not excuse or palliate 
him. He had grown just what his Lord 
called him—‘“Slothful.” Heaven does 
not approve the man who keeps that one 
talent which he has from being active 
in the Lord’s service. 

In ‘a’ former lesson I called attention 
to a letter I had from a friend in Texas 
who had taught a men’s class many 
years. He gave his men notice he was 
about “to give up the class.” 

His men came back at him in a splen- 
did spirit. “Look here, Mr, Teacher, 
only a little while ago we had a lesson 
in which you grew eloquent on the ‘GO.’ 
Now will you tell us where in the Bible 
it says ‘Stop’?” 

“After that,” writes my friend, “there 
was nothing for me to do but to keep 
on the ‘GO,’ and I am still plugging 
away. (Matt. 28:19.) 

I have just turned to my concordance 
and find there only seven references to 
“Stop.” There are several pages of 
“Go.” Remember what William Rocke- 
feller told the newspaperman was the 
secret of success in three words, — “Don’t 
write. Go.” 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

A purse with ten pennies will help to 
teach this lesson. Perhaps a card in the 
shape of a purse will be just the thing 
for the children to print the Golden Text 
on. 











O you know what a steward is? He 

ls a person who handles money or 
property for another. Banks are stew- 
ards because they hold and use money 
that belongs to other people. Jesus told 
about stewards in several stories and 
parables. In our lesson today several 
servants are named, who had different 
amounts of money to use, but it all be- 
longed to their master. One was given 
five talents, another two, and another, 
one. 

The one who had five talents went out 
and traded and earned another five tal- 
ents; in other words, he doubled his 
master’s money. The one who had two 
talents did the same; he doubled his 
master’s money. But the one who had 
one talent went out and dug a hole in 
the ground and put the one talent in the 
hole and hid it. 

In due time the master came home, 
and called each servant up before him 
to find out what he had done with his 
money. The first man came, saying, 
“Lord, you gavest me five talents, and 
I have gained five more for you.” The 
master said to him, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant: thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things.” 

Then the man came with his two 
talents and he had gained two more, 
and the master said the same words of 
praise to him. 

Then came the man who had been 
given one talent, and he said to the mas- 
ter, “Lord, I knew you were a hard man, 
really taking what did not belong to you, 
and I was afraid, so I took your money 
out and hid it. Here it is—your one 
talent.” 

Then the master said to him, “You lazy 
and wicked servant, why didn’t you at 
least put my money out at interest so 
I would have received my own with in- 
terest?” And then he had the wicked 
servant thrown out into darkness. 

We read this story, and maybe we 
think it has nothing to do with us. But 
it has. If we have any money, it is 
because God gave it to us. In the Old 
Testament, God required one-tenth of 
a man’s money that he earned, as an of- 
fering. In the New Testament, God does 
not tell us just how much is his share, 
but he does tell us all to lay by as the 
Lord has prospered us, and to give it to 
him. (Demonstrate with the ten pennies 
in the purse.) 

Children think they have nothing to 
give, but many of you have five cents and 
what do you do with it? I know what some 
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Lesson for February 25 


children spend their money for. Right 
in the town where I live, children spend 
many five-cent pieces for ice cream 
cones, crunches, lollipops, candy, gum, 
and other things they do not need. And 
I think that the children in other towns 
do the same thing. 

And how much do they give to Sun- 
day school, if they go? Maybe a penny, 
maybe not even that much. 

You may not have known that God 
expected you to give him some of your 
money, but now you know it. And if 
you are God’s child, he wants you to 
use your money for him, for you are 
his, and everything you have is his. You 
belong to him with all your possessions. 
Perhaps you have no money, not even 
a penny, and you want to give the Lord 
Jesus something. You can give him your 
heart and your life, all for him to use, 
You can be a faithful steward of your 
time, using it for Jesus. You may have 
a voice, and you can sing for him. You 
have a tongue, and you can tell the 
story of salvation. You should do all 
these things whether you have money 
or not. 

Every one of us can be faithful stew- 
ards. Shall we? Our Golden Text is 
Matthew 25:21: “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.” 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A One-Talent Rebel. 
Discussion: Let the fellows frankly 
name some of the things that seem to 
stand in the way of a fellow’s success 
in life. 


Objective: Ecclesiastes 9:1¢ 











AY, fellows, we are not so much con- 
cerned with the five-talent and the 
two-talent servants in this lesson as we 
are with the one-talent rebel. 
One-talent fellows are in the great 
majority. Comparatively few of you 
will be very wealthy or exceedingly 
talented or get the “big breaks” in life. 
For the most part you will be fellows 
of the average run—not very dull, nor 
excessively smart. You will doubtless 
all be tempted at times to see others 
about you who seem to be very much 
more favored — by nature, by fortune, or 
by circumstances. Such comparisons 
will have a tendency to discourage you 
and make you think your lot is an ex- 
ceptionally hard one. They will be help- 
ing ‘you to get an inferiority complex. 
Beware, fellows, don’t let that kink 
get into your thinking. Think of the 
Corsican youth who at the age of fifteen 
weighed 70 pounds, who was so nervous 
that he had “tantrums,” and had to be 
sent to bed without his supper, but later 


came to be the world’s (at that time) - 
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RUSSIANS IN WAR-TORN EUROPE NEED THE GOSPEL 


Very encouraging reports come to us from Bulgaria, Rumania, Estonia and the Far East. There 
is a great spiritual awakening. In Rumania, the Jewish people are hungry to hear the Gospel, so 
that there is not even standing room in the mission. In Bulgaria, the doors are widely open for the 
Gospel of grace, and appeals come to us for support for more native workers. From South America 
come urgent requests for Russian missionaries. Another Russian missionary will soon sail for 
Alaska. We were unable to send any support to Poland for four months, but we are now able to 
rush financial relief to the suffering Polish and Russian Christian families of our missionaries, as 
we do not know if the missionaries are alive or have been killed. Our main object is to win souls, 
which we believe is more important than sending material relief, but at this critical hour we cannot 
close our hearts to our brethren and sisters in Christ, who we know are suffering greatly, and need 
our substantial relief immediately. Pray, tell others about this work, and if the Holy Spirit speaks 
to you, send your gifts to the: 


RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, Inc. 
64 W. Randolph Street Dept. T Chicago, Illinois 
PETER DEYNEKA, General Director 
Illustrated Russian Gospel News sent FREE upon request 
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greatest military genius and was known 
by the name of Napoleon Bonaparte. 
No inferiority complex there. 

Think of a poor country boy, lean and 
hungry —hungry for love, hungry for 
learning — tramping twenty miles 
through the forest to borrow a book, 
and returning to read it lying flat upon 
his stomach before the rough fireplace 
in order to get the light of a pinewood 
knot upon its pages. That lean, tousled 
haired youth later came to be known 
as Abraham Lincoln, President of the 
United States. And no inferiority com- 
plex there. Abraham Lincoln could 
have made a shroud of his handicaps 
and buried his talent there in the, deep 
woods that surrounded his humble home; 
but the record is, he didn’t. 

Our Lord knew ‘so well how common 
this temptation would be—hcw many 
thousands would be defeated by it; and 
out of his infinite wisdom he taught 
the lesson of the one-talent man. Have 
you ever thought of how that one tal- 
ent was wrapped up when the faithless 
servant returned it to his master? It 
was a clean, fruitful, promising talent 
when he received it, but very, very dif- 
ferent when he brought it back. Truly 
it must have been a sorry sight. It 
was swathed in resentment —cut pride. 
It had on a red coat of rebellion; it was 
covered with the mold of the earth and 
the slime of insolence. “I knew thee 
that thou art an hard man, reaping 
where thou hast not sown, and gathering 
where thou hast not strawed: .. . lo, 
there thou hast that is thine”! 

Well, there was but one fate for that 
poor fellow: ‘it was outer darkness, 
where was weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. It is tragic to think of what he 
got, compared to what he might have 
had. If he had just taken his eyes off 
those other two servants with their five 
and two talents, and had looked at the 
talent his master gave him and said: 
“Little talent, I'll put you to work and 
make all that is possible with you,” 
doubtless he could have doubled it. 
Then what? Why, of course his mas- 
ter would have said to him, “Weli done, 
good. and faithful servant; thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: en- 
ter thou into the joy of thy lord.” What 
a contrast to outer darkness and gnash- 
ing of teeth! 

Fellows, it does not matter one whit 
what you have in your hand. The thing 
that matters is what you do with it. 
And more important still, that you rec- 
ognize that the Lord Jesus Christ is 
your Master; that it is he who lays out 
your task and gives you the material to 
work with; and when you take it up, 
trusting him to see you through with it, 
well, you are going right along into 
glory alongside the five and the two- 
talent folks. 


SARASOTA, FLA, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To lead the girls toward a prac- 
tical demonstration of Christian steward- 
ship. 

Activity.—This lesson is addressed es- 
sentially to Christian girls, but through it 
we may present to others a Christ who is 
worthy of our very best. Consider these 
questions: (1) Am I fair with God in the 
matter of tithing? (2) How may I use 
my material assets in the Lord’s work? 
(3) What concrete offering can I make 
toward the advance of God’s Kingdom? 
(4) How will my contribution help to 
make Christ known? 

Memory Verse.—‘‘He that is faithful in 
that which is least is faithful also in 
much: and he that is unjust in the least 
is unjust also in much” (Luke 16:10). 











HAT is a steward? He is a care- 

taker, a manager, one to whom 
some responsibility has been entrusted. 
Many girls today are thinking of be- 
coming stewardesses on a train or 
airplane where they will have the re- 
sponsibility of providing comfort for pas- 
sengers. A primary essential for a stew- 
ardess is that of a pleasing personality, 
and surely we who are “on the job” for 
the Lord should strive to qualify in this 
respect (1 Cor. 4:1; Titus 1:7; 1 Pet. 4: 
10). 

As Christian stewards, what are some 
of the values which we hold in trust 
for God? These include money, posses-, 
sions, time, talent, and our hearts. It 
was money which the traveling man in 
the story of Matthew 25:14-27 placed in 
trust with his servants, but as these three 
men were not equally capable, their 
employer prudently distributed his 
wealth according to the mental and 
physical ability of each individual, ap- 
portioning it as follows: 

First servant — five talents, or $6,000. 

Second servant —two talents, or $2,400. 

Third servant — one talent, or $1,200. 

Listen to their reports upon the return 
of their lord. The first two servants said, 
“You gave us talents: we doubled 
the amount.” Both of these men had 
been ambitious, faithful, and successful, 
and the master’s reply was identical in 
each case. (1) He gave praise, “Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant.” 
(2) He bestowed a position of honor, “I 
will make thee ruler over many things.” 
(3) He provided everlasting joy, — “the 
joy of thy lord.” 

How pitiful was the contrast of the 
third servant! He feared; he doubted; 
he failed. Instead of being praised, he 
was called “wicked and useless.” In- 
stead of receiving honor and position, he 
lost all that he had. Instead of reaping 
everlasting joy, he was separated for- 
ever from love, joy, and peace. 

What brought about the contrast? How 
does this relate to modern situations? 
This yellow ‘heart, the color of gold, the 





world’s highest standard of exchange 


and symbol of riches, will represent our 
material wealth -and possessions. (See 
Lesson 1 for the Series of Hearts Proj- 
ect.) For our heart verse we shall use 
Matthew 6:21, “Where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.” Servant 
Number Three hid in the earth the 
treasure entrusted to his care. Why? 
Because the interests of his lord had 
never entered into his own heart. Serv- 
ants One and Two, on the other hand, 
invested their treasure in worthy enter- 
prises which brought rich reward, while 
all the time they were keeping in mind 
their lord who would return some day, 
and to whom they might gladly present 
that which they had gained for him. 

Are you keeping the return of your 
Lord-in’mind? Are you investing your 
earthly treasures wisely? Will you have 
any profit to present to the King? With 
these thoughts of Christian stewardship 
in mind, let us investigate a few of your 
possessions. 

1. Your job. Can your employer say 
of you, “Well done, good and faithful 
girl?” “Folks who never do any more 
than they get paid for never get paid 
for any more than they do,” a recent 
speaker. truly declared. Whether you 
are a school girl, a businessgirl, or one 
who is staying at home, you may apply 
this test to yourself. 

2. Your income, or allowance. How 
should it be distributed? Fundamentally 
all belongs to our Creator-God (1 Chron. 
29:14-16; Psa. 50:10-12), yet according 
to his teaching we may distribute our 
incomes thus: nine-tenths for self, one- 
tenth for the Lord. Are you complying? 
(Deut. 16:17; Mal. 3:8-10; Matt. 19:21; 
25:29; Luke 6:38;.1 Cor. 16:2; Heb. 7:5.) 

3. Your home. It may be your own, 
that of -your parents, or the dream of a 
home you would love to have some day. 
Would a stranger entering there be able 
to know that you are a Christian? Have 
you ever entertained a prayer group 
in your home, or conducted a Bible story 
hour for children?’ Do you bring your 
boy and girl friends to your home to 
meet your parents and to enjoy a cozy 
and jolly good time?. Have you ever 
thought of extending a. welcome to those 
lonesome young neighbors whose lives 
might be enriched by a visit in your 
home? 

4. The alternative of your ingenuity.| 
Perhaps you have no job, no income or 
allowance, and ‘no. attractive home. 
Economic troubles are real and tragic, 
and may present a great difficulty in 
connection’ with this problem of stew- 
ardship, Like Servant Number Three, 
many promising young people fear the 
outcome of life; they doubt God’s love 
and concern for them; they decide that 
“there is no use to try,” and in despair 
they bury all the potentialities of a 
fruitful life. 

Your possessions may be meager, but 
turn in hope to the Saviour who loves 


_ you and wants you to use your treasures 


for his glory, and for your own eternal 


———— 
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Lesson for February 25 


reward. See his prayer message to you 
(John 14:13), and then, if you do not 
know what to do next, find someone 
who can show you the Way. 

As we place this yellow heart upon 
the poster, let us ask the Father to show 
us during the week some means whereby 
we may use our possessions in a special 
and unique way to bring glory to his 
name. 

Next week we shall meet Christ in 
the upper room. What has been your 
“upper room” experience? Learn 1 Cor- 
inthians 11:26. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 116) 
1. Our Lord Jesus Christ, who has ase 
cended into Heaven. 


2. The gifts of the Holy Spirit which are 
given to believers, as also the natural abili- 
ties all possess. 


3. According to what has been committed 
to them by God. 


4. The second coming of Christ. 


5. All his servants will be manifested at 
his judgment seat. 


6. Salvation is wholly of grace and re- 
ceived by faith. Reward is for actual serv- 
ice rendered. 


7. He did not know his lord’s true char- 
acter at all. 


8. Because only as we.know him can we 
understand what he approves. 


9. By using what we have. 


10. To be busy in the things of Christ 
until he returns. 
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“Hearts Aglow” 


N AN island in the Inland Sea, Japan, 

is a Japanese leper colony. There 

is a Christian church at the heart of it, 
and at the heart of that church there 
is a man. Physically, he is pathetically 
limited; crippled and partly paralyzed. 
For many years he has been expressing 
his Christian experience in poetry, and 
he has gathered about him a group of 
friends who meet with him for worship, 





and also in a little Poetry Club. Honami- 


Nagata is the leader of this group of 
Christian lepers. 

“Hearts Aglow” is a translation of the 
most tragically beautiful of the life 
stories of these people, including Na- 
gata’s own story, and also some of the 
best verses of the Poetry Club. The 
poem on the front page of this issue 
was taken from the book. The trans- 
lation has been done by Lois J. Erick- 
son, a long-time friend of the lepers. 

“Hearts Aglow” is bound in keeping 
with the exquisite beauty of its contents. 
The cover is of Oriental brocade, with 
ivory fasteners. It is printed on delicate 
paper, and illustrated with a genuine 
color-print frontispiece and a number 
of rose-tinted shadow-pictures. The book 
may be obtained at $1.50 from the Amer- 
ican Mission to Lepers, 156 Fifth Ave., 
New York City. 
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The Meteorite 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


“ THOUSAND dollars,” 
Naturalist hoarsely. 

“Whad-do you mean—a_ thousand 
dollars?” queried the Architect. 

The Botanist had just told us that 
years ago, down by Harrissa, one of the 
deserted towns of South Jersey, he had 
found a meteorite. 

“Any respectable meteorite is worth 
a thousand dollars,” the Naturalist as- 
sured us. That settled it. Already, for 
nothing, I had risked my life and health 
and reputation in the Barrens with the 
Naturalist, the Botanist, and the Archi- 
tect, and I was willing to run any rea- 
sonable further risk for the above sum. 

Thereafter, a day in late fall found 
us at the ruins of the stone paper mill, 
built in 1768 and abandoned in 1892, 
which is all that is left of the village 
of Harrissa. 

All about us were the fall colors of 
the Barrens. The leaves of the sweet 
gums were black-purple, the post oaks 
copper-red, the sour gums wine-red, and 
the swamp-maples peach-red, while the 
somber brown of the streams were 
stained with gleams of crimson and dim 
gold from the reflections of the leaves 
above. 

On the way over we planned what we 
would do with the thousand dollars, and 
the Botanist told us how he had once 
found an Amati violin in a cabin in the 
Barrens, which its owner offered to sell 
for fifteen dollars. By the time the 
Botanist had discovered its value, said 
owner had sold it to a junkman for ten 
dollars. 

“It was worth from three to five thou- 
sand dollars,’ concluded the Botanist 
sadly. 

“You intended to give the man half, 
I hope,” queried the Architect sternly. 

“Yes, yes, of course,” said the Botan- 
ist faintly. 

Back of the ruins of the old mill the 
deserted race made a wide pool, partly 
surrounded by crumbling walls. There 
a water lily, like a great snowflake, was 
blooming in the brown water, dreaming 
of the day when once again there would 
be a solitude there which no man would 
disturb. 

Leaving our car by the ruins, we 
started on a five-mile walk to the spot 
where the Naturalist remembered years 
ago locating the meteorite beside a de- 
serted road. All about us waves of In- 
dian grass rustled and swayed in the 
wind, wheat-colored and golden-brown, 
and in a little clearing we picked one 
of the late fall orchids, the cernua, one 
of the lady’s-tresses. It has a long, pale 
green stem with moon-white flowers set 
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Music is the language of religion. 
Uplifted voices mean uplifted hearts. 


Because ‘““THE SERVICE HYM- 
NAL” contains the noblest songs of the 
ages and meets every service need, 
churches everywhere are adopting it. 
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along the sides, and gave out a faint 
fragrance of bitter almonds. 

On and on we walked through the fall 
beauty of the Barrens. At one point 
the Botanist led us down a long wood- 
road into a swamp, laced with cat brier, 
a smilax that exactly resembles green 
barbed-wire. He was searching for the 
red-berried smilax, a Southern variety, 
which has red instead of blue berries — 
but he didn’t find it. After we were 
seratched almost beyond repair, he 
finally admitted that he must have mis- 
taken the road. 

Finally we came out on a high bank 
facing a little ldke, across which flew a 
flock of squealing wood ducks. There 
we ate our lunch by a bubbling spring, 
one of the loveliest spots that I have ever 
seen in all the Barrens. Afterward we 
found the golden blossoms of the blad- 
derwort at the edge of the lake, and I 
learned for the first time that this little 
flower is carnivorous, like the pitcher 
plant, the sundew, and the Venus’s fly- 
trap. 

“Don’t you know,” said the Botanist 
to the Naturalist, “that all bladderworts 
catch insects?” 

“Well, they never caught any from 
me,” returned the Naturalist indignantly. 

Near the bladderwort I found that tiny 
leafless flower, the bartonia, and back in 
the woods, rattlesnake ferns and two 
varieties of grape fern and a single blos- 
som of the pine-barren gentian of a 
deep, heavenly blue. 

Then we walked miles, following a 
winding sand-road. 

“It’s along here somewhere,” said the 
Botdnist finally, and we began to peer 
under every bush, looking for that thou- 
sand dollars. Finally the Botanist gave 
a shout, and we all rushed up to where 
he was standing. There on the white 
sand lay a strange, rounded rock. Rocks 
of any kind are a rarity in the Barrens, 
and this one did not look like any that 
we had ever seen before. However, 
when we examined it carefully it proved 
to be only a big block of liminite iron 
ore, which someone had abandoned there 
in the old iron days. 

The Naturalist was very stern with 
the Botanist. 

“You may know something about 
plants, but I can’t allow you much on 
minerals. As for meteorites, I consider 
you a total loss,” he observed severely. 

It was the Architect who made a di- 
version. 

»*Tf you'll drive back through Beverly, 
where I live, I'll show you a real meteor- 
ite,” he promised. 

Later in the afternoon we stopped be- 
fore a house on the main street of that 
town. There on the lawn was a stone 
about the size and shape of a large 
watermelon, made of pitted iron, which 
had been found by a farmer in one of 
his fields. He iad it embedded in a 
block of cement and set out in front of 
his house as a curiosity, We examined 
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it carefully and it seemed to have all 
the earmarks of a real meteorite. 

“It’s lucky for that farmer we’re so 
honest,” said the Naturalist at last, gaz- 
ing enviously at the visitor from the 
skies. 

“It’s luckier for him that he’s got it 
set in cement,” was the Architect’s com- 
ment. 

HAVERFORD, Pa. 
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“Bible Background of War” | 


NE who sees the striking publication 

of the Moody Bible Institute en- 
titled “Bible Background of War,” un- 
less he looks at it very carefully, may 
think he has before him the booklet is- 
sued by Time’ during the summer called 
“Background for War.” It is the same 
size, has the same red border, and the 
picture of a torn piece of paper fastened 
to the cover with the title in red hand- 
writing. The Institute acknowledges its 





“debt to Time with the following state- 


ment on the front cover: “With Apolo- 
gies to the Editors of Time, The Weekly 
Newsmagazine.” 

There are twenty-two pages of read- 
ing matter in this third edition of the 
booklet, which has been mailed to 75,000 
ministers and 25,000 editors in the United 
States. It is a very remarkable compila- 
tion of articles on the whole problem 
of war in the light of the Bible, and 
one of its unusual features is the fact 
that several of these articles were writ- 
ten twenty or even fifty years ago. 
There is a fine, clear, double-page map 
showing “The Roman Empire in New 
Testament Times.” 

The first article, written during the 
first World War, is by the late Dr. C. IL 
Scofield, and answers the question, 
“What Does War Mean?” He traced 
world history as set forth by the prophet 
Daniel, and showed that this present age 
will end in catastrophe. 

Dr. Houghton, President of the Moody 
Institute, answers a question in the 
minds of multitudes of people, “Why 
Doesn’t God Do Something?” He shows 
that present events are not a surprise 
to believers, and that God does plan 
to bring certain things to pass. 

Then follows a very striking study of 
“Prophecy and Israel,” written by Dr. 
Nathaniel West in 1886, in which he 
shows what a great mistake the church 
has made in applying to itself the proph- 
ecies made to Israel. Many will doubt- 
less wish to keep this article for future 
reference, as it is such a clear, Scrip- 
tural, comprehensive, yet brief study of 
the problem of the Jews. 

The late Professor Moorehead of Xenia 
Theological Seminary is quoted in a 
study of “The Antichrist,” also written 
in 1886. It is remarkable in that its 
statements are thoroughly applicable to 
present-day events. 

Many Christians who have been puz- 
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zled about their duty in time of war 
will be grateful for the thoughtful, 
Scriptural study by the late Dr. James 
M. Gray, formerly President of the 
Moody Bible Institute, on “What the 
Bible Teaches About War and the Chris- 
tian’s Attitude in the Present Crisis.” 
This was written twenty-five years ago, 
and Dr. Gray believed that war is often 
ordained of God, and that it is some- 
times a Christian’s duty even in this 
present age to go to war. 

The booklet concludes with a list of 
“Thirty-six Outstanding Books on Proph- 
ecy,” classified according to subjects and 
with brief comments on each, by Dr. 
Wilbur M. Smith of the Department of 
English Bible in the Institute. 

This collection of studies is of inesti- 
mable value for the days in which we 
are living, and it should clarify the 
whole problem of war in the light of 
the Bible in the minds of multitudes of 
Christians, 


we 


The Fundamentals 
National Crusade 


R. PAUL W. ROOD and Dr. Dan 
Gilbert, President and General Sec- 
retary of the World’s Christian Funda- 
mentals Association, are holding regional 
conferences in the leading cities of the 
nation, as a part of the National Crusade 
of the Fundamentals Association. Their 
schedule is as follows: 
Feb. 7-11.—Kansas City, Mo., Temple Bap- 
tist Church. 


Feb. 11-13.—Lincoln, Nebr.; inquire place of 
meeting from the Rev. Alfred Johnson. 

Feb. 14-18.—Des Moines, Iowa; inquire of Dr. 
S. L. Shenton. 


Feb. 18-20.—Waterloo, Iowa, Walnut St. Bap- 
tist Church. 


Feb. 22-25.—Rochester, Minn., First Baptist 


Church. 

Feb. 25 to March 1.—Minneapolis, Minn., 
First Presbyterian Church. 

March 3, 4.—Milwaukee, Wis., Wisconsin 
Gospel Tabernacle. 

March 4-6.—Chicago, Moody Memorial 
Church. 


March 6-8.—Rockford, 
Rev. Carl G. Westerdahl. 


March 10-17.—Indianapolis, Cadle Tabernacle. 


March 18-21.—Fort Wayne, Ind., Gospel Tab- 
ernacle. 


Tll.; inquire of the 


March 24-31.—Cleveland, Tenn., Bob Jones 
College. 
March 31-April %.—Chattanooga, Tenn., 


Gospel Tabs: nacle. 
April 8, 9.—Birmingham, Ala. 


April 10-14.—Atlanta, Ga.; 
Roland R. Stoker. 


April 14-21.—Greenville, 
the Rev. J. Harold Smith. 


April 21-23.—Charlotte, N. C., First Presby- 
terian Church. 


April 23, 24.—Richmond, Va., Immanuel Bap- 
tist Church. 


April 24-26.—Washington, D. C.; inquire of 
Robert O. Savage. 


April 28, 29.—Baltimore, Arlington Presby- 
terian Church. 


April 29, 30.—York, Pa., Gospel Center. 


inquire of Dr. 


S. C.; inquire of 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 3. Life Made New. John 3:1-17. 


Sunday, February 25 


Christians Keep on Learning 
(1 Thess. 4:11, 12) 





Mon,.—Learning from experience (Phil. 
4:8-12). 

Tues.—Godly wisdom profitable (Prov. 4: 
7-13). 

Wed.—Law of the Lord taught (Neh. 8: 
5-8). 

Thurs.—Study for divine approval (2 
Tim. 2:15). 

Fri.—Learning God’s law (Psa. 119:97- 
100). 

Sat.—Learning by growing (2 Pet. 1:4-8). 











RHAPS each of us, at one time or 
another, has heard the story of the 
man who suddenly cried out, “Help! 
I can’t see a thing!” 
“Why what on earth is the matter?” 
inquiréd his companion, anxiously. 
“Why, I’ve got my eyes shut!” face- 
tiously exclaimed the other. 
9g 
It is a: foolish tale, and yet it is pos- 
sible for Christians to be just as foolish 
in the matter of progress in the Chris- 
tian life. Have you ever heard anyone 
say that he did not understand the Bible, 
or that he could not get the Christian 
doctrine through his head, or that he 
could not make head or tail of the 
deeper things of Christian truth? Well, 
if that person is of normal mental abil- 
ity, you can put it down that "there is 
just one reason for his inability to un- 
derstand such things. It is because he 
never put himself in the place where 
he might learn about them. “None are 
so blind as those that will not see.” 
We do not merely see to it that a 
child is able to see and then turn him 
loose to stumble through life as best he 
can. Nor do we teach him how to speak 
a few simple words and then leave him 
to get along without further help. On 
the contrary, we take elaborate steps 
to provide a co-ordinated system of edu- 
cation that will bring him from the sim- 
plest knowledge into a study of increas- 
ingly more difficult and involved matters. 
Why, then, should we neglect those 
whose spiritual eyes have just been 
opened and whose spiritual perception 
has just been awakened by salvation, 
leaving them in a state which Paul de- 
scribes as that of babes in the faith, 
unable to endure strong meat and hav- 
ing to continue on the “milk” of Chris- 
tian truth. 
+4 


God’s Word is full of admonition to 
learning and understanding truth. One 
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of the most familiar of these is 2 Tim- 
othy 2:15 where we read, “Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
Romans 15:4 reminds us that “whatso- 
ever things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the scriptures 
might have hope.” The Old Testament 
speaks again and again of learning God’s 
laws and statutes. Psalm 25:12 tells us 
that the Lord himself will be our teacher 
if we will but trust him. The Lord 
Jesus calls to all to learn of him (Matt. 
11:29). 
4 

It will help us to recognize that there 
are a number of ways of learning in 
the Christian life. One of the first of 
these is by reading. “Faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17). As we read God’s 
Word, our faith is strengthened, we 
learn more about God and about his 
dealings with others and thus how he 
wants to deal with us. In this way also 
we learn much as to what is his: will. 

Coupled with our reading of the Word, 
should be our reading of good Chris- 
tian literature to help us understand 
what we read in the Word. . The very 
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Just Off the Press! 


THE PRINCESS BEAUTIFUL 
By Brenda Cannon 


While attending the state university, Libbv 
Lou finds that college life isnot all she bid 
anticipated; decides to stand true to her coun- 
victions and, as a result, is used of the Lord to 
win her friends and classmates to Him. 

An inexpensive, thought-provoking book for 
young people who are looking forward to college 
life. 126 pages, illustrated, art stock cover, 20c 

THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 North Wells Street Chicago, Ill, 
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reason that such sound Christian periodi- 
eals as The Sunday School Times and 
Christian Youth, Moody Monthly, The 
Wonderful Word, and the like, exist is 
for this very purpose, — to help believers 
understand the truths that they find in 
God’s Word. 
oe 


Another method of learning is by 
study. ‘This is closely related to read- 
ing, and may be considered as a more 
intensive form of it. In study, we medi- 
tate about what we have read*and di- 
gest it. It is in helping Christians to 
study that the many fine Bible schools, 
which have sprung up all over the coun- 
try, have done a marvelous work by 
strengthening young believers and lead- 
ing them to become well-grounded, 
Bible-fed Christians. The Sunday school, 
in its less intensive instruction, has con- 
tributed no small part toward this end. 
Teacher training classes that are cen- 
tered upon the Word of God have been 
an invaluable help in this direction 
also. 

ve 


We learn also in the Christian life 
by the experience of others. We read 
in 1 Corinthians 10:11 concerning God’s 
chosen people in their wilderness wan- 
derings: “Now all these things hap- 
pened unto them for ensamples:'’ and 
they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world [age] 
are come.” Likewise in our fellowship 
with other Christians in the church we 
may learn from their experiences, and, 
if we are wise, we are guided by their 
examples, 

pd 


We learn by chastening. Hebrews 12 
is the great chapter that tells us about 
this. We find here that chastening is 
one of God’s ways of teaching us, and 
that it yields the fruit of righteousness 
to those that are rightly exercised 
by it. 
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We learn by the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit. The Lord Jesus said, “The Com- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he 
shall teach you all things” (John 14: 
26). We need to remember here that 
the Holy Spirit usually teaches us 
through the Word, and that he never 
teaches contrary to it. He will take of 
the things of Christ and show them to 
us (Jonn 16:15). 

God does not put a premium on lack 
of education. But he does not limit us 
because of such a lack. Many a sim- 
ple-hearted believer, with limited 
schooling has learned the deeper things 
of God, while the learned and wise of 
this world have missed completely the 
wisdom that is from above. All God 
asks is a desire to know and a heart 
determination to do his will (John 7: 
17). Have you these? 
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A Manifesto to the Jews 
by American Fundamentalists 


EARING false witness is a_ sin. 

Maligning Jews is also a sin. Both 
are solemnly condemned in the Scriptures 
of Truth, that Word which shall judge 
us in the last day. 

Inasmuch as for some two or three 
years there has been carried on in our 
free country a persistent propaganda of 
Jew-hatred: 

Therefore we who subscribed our 
names hereto declare that we are op- 
posed to anti-Semitism in whatever form 
it may take, as inconsistent with our 
heritage of liberty and fair play as citi- 
zens of America, and as unworthy of 
those who bear the name of Christian. 
And we further declare that any attempt 
to use the Scriptures as an excuse for 
an anti-Semitic attitude is a perversion 
of God’s Word and irreconcilable with 
the spirit and teaching of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

We beseech every Christ-honoring 
child of God to show kindness to the 
Jew. Pray much for his salvation. How 
much he needs your prayers in these 
tragic days! 

To the Jewish people we declare: We 
have for you a heart full of sympathy. 
The One we love most, and the One who 
has done most for us, was himself a 
Jew in the flesh. To him we owe all 
that we are and ever will be, and our 
hearts yearn that every one of you might 
share with us the blessing of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. We have 
no part in the stirring up of base pas- 
sions against you. And we want you 
to know that those who are thus guilty 
do not express the love which the Lord 
Jesus Christ has commanded us to show 
you. 

We look forward to that blessed day 
foretold by the prophets, when: through 
a converted Israel the whole world will 
learn of salvation through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Then, it will be that “ten men 
shall take hold ... of... him that is 
a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for 
we have heard that God is with you!” 
(Zech. 8:23.) 

To that end may the God of Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob give his approval 
and multiplied blessing to this our united 
testimony. 

George W. Arms, D.D., Bedford Presbyterian 

Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Louis S. Bauman, D.D., First Brethren Church, 

Long Beach, Calif. 

Arthur I. Brown, M.D., Bible Lecturer, Find- 
lay, Ohio. 

Roy L. Brown, Bible Lecturer, Altadena, Calif. 
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Herbert Bieber, D.D., First Presbyterian 
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Keith L. Brooks, President American Pro- 
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Lloyd T. Bryant, Director Christian Youth 
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ological Seminary. 

E. L. McCreery, D.D., Dean Western Bible 
College. 

J. Fréd Meldau, Editor Christian Victory, Den- 
ver, Colo. 

Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D., President Colum- 
bia Bible College. 

Kenneth M. Monroe, D.D., Dean Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles. 

Irwin Moon, “Sermons in Science” Evangelist, 
Los Angeles. 

J. Palmer Muntz, D.D., Cazenovia Baptist 
Church, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Cortland Myers, D.D.,. Radio Church of the 
Air, Los Angeles. 

William P. Nicholson, Evangelist, Glendale, 
Calif. 

William L. Pettingill, D.D., Bible Lecturer, 
Wilmington, Del. 

Wiiliam E. Pietsch, D.D., Secretary Fundamen- 
tal Churches of America. 

W. H. Rogers, D.D., First Baptist Church, 
New Yerk City. 

Britton Ross, Vice-President American Pro- 
phetic League, Inc. 

L. Sale-Harrison, D.D., internationally known 
Bible Teacher. 

H. B. Smith, D.D., Immanuel Presbyterian 
Church, Los Angeles. 

John Bunyan Smith, D.D., White Temple, San 
Diego, Calif. 

Harold Strathearn, D.D., President Interstate 
Evangelistic Association. 

Coulson Shepherd, D.D., First Baptist Church, 
Atlantic City, N. J. 

Louis T. Talbot, D.D., Church of the Open 
Door, Los Angeles. 

Frank A. Throop, D.D., Central Presbyterian 
Church, Columbus, Ohio. 

Charles G. Trumbull, Litt.D., Editor The Sun- 
day School Times. 

































Lesson for February 25 


Harry W. vomBruch, D.D., Evangelist, Long 
Beach, Calif. 

James A. Vaus, D.D., Bible Teacher, Los An- 
geles. 

H. O. Van Gilder, Editor Independent Baptist, 
Portsmouth, Ohio. 

A. D. Weir, Director Truth for Studerits Move- 
ment, Corvallis, Oreg. 

William P. White, D.D., Bible Lecturer, Los 
Angeles. 

Anthony Zeoli, Evangelist, Los Angeles; 


Copies of this Manifesto may be ob- 
tained free from American Prophetic 
League, Inc., Box BB, Eagle Rock Sta- 
tion; Los Angeles.. Post one in your 
church. 3% 





With the New Books 


What Must I Do to Be Saved? By 
John R. Rice, D.D. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) A 
eertain Texas boy lost his ‘mind and 
one day tried to kill his own mother. 
Was it because of lack of love for the 
poor demented one that:the parents. sent 
him to an asylum? And is it for lack of 
love that God is forced to send his 
created beings to hell? -. With such force- 
ful illustrations Dr. Rice considers the 
universality of sin and the certainty of 
its punishment, unless the sinner be per- 
suaded to accept the claims of ‘Christ. 
The world’s two classes of. people he 
likens to the two kinds of hunted rab- 
bits, one, the Western jack, who can 
be caught only by the pure-bred grey- 
hound and who disdains a refuge; and 
the other, a timid little cottontail who 
must at once hide or die. 

The last chapter, which gives the book 
its title, has been printed in tract form 
and nearly a quarter million copies have 
been distributed, while Dr. Rice holds 
the names of 500 persons who have been 
led to the Lord by this message. 


Perfect Freedom. By T. C. Hammond. 
(Inter-Varsity Fellowship of Evangelical 
Unions, 39 Bedford Square, London, W. 
C. 1, Eng., five shillings.) An arresting 
title in an age of false freedom! Per- 
haps the most conspicuous characteristic 
of our day is that we desire— with an 
intensity that sometimes amounts to 
passion —to be free from restraint. Mr. 
Hammond has capitalized upon this re- 
volt of the human spirit in a.compre- 
hensive volume of ethics, considered 
from the Christian point of -view. 

The work falls naturally into four 
great divisions. Some -basic problems 
are first presented, such as the moral 
self; differentiation of desire, will, mo- 
tive; and intention; the meaning of char- 
acter and conduct; moral judgment, and 
conscience. Natural ethics is next re- 
viewed, and a significant question asked: 
“What is the universal moral standard 
—Law? Happiness? Evolutionary per- 
fection?” The distinctive’ claims of 
Christian ethics occupy-the third’section, 
being good old-fashioned conservative 
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theology considered in its ethical impli- 
cations. Section D is of most importance 
to the average reader, for it is here 
that the author takes up the morals of 
Christian living. Every live question of 
our day finds a place in this discussion. 
What is the Christian’s relation to the 
community? to moral institutions? to 
the sex problem? to the family and the 
question of divorce? What stand should 
the Christian take about the present eco- 
nomic order? How view the problem of 
ehurch and state? How handle race 
prejudice? Here are more than a hun- 
dred pages of good reading, true at every 
point to the Lord and the Book. 

A well-rounded conclusion touches the 
prophetic question, and asserts the su- 
premacy of the ethics of Christ when 
he comes to establish his Kingdom on 
earth. This is a book to inform, to 
clarify thought, to stimulate, and to chal- 
lenge every reader. 


“As Seeing Him.” By Gene Farrell. 
(Mrs. Lena E. Wormer, 2216 E. Eighth 
St., Long Beach, Calif., cloth, $1; paper, 
50 cents.) When death hovers at the 
sick-room door and the physician steps 
aside to let him enter, all one’s self- 
sufficiency is swept away, and things 
of time and sense are seen with the 
clarity of the Eternal. And when this 
condition continues for months and even 
years, the transformation grows and de- 
velops until the life of faith passes far 
beyond the ordinary. Such has been 
the experience of this writer, who takes 
Hebrews eleven for a theme and around 
it builds lyrics, sonnets, and hymns con- 
cerning eighteen different qualities of 
faith, beginning with its reality and end- 
ing with its consolation and victory. 
Each separate thought is introduced by 
a Scripture text and a prose explana- 
tion or quotation, then followed by not 
one but several genuine “finds” for the 
lover of Christ-honoring verse. And the 


farther one reads the brighter glows the . 


candlelight of faith until it bursts into 
a little sun of shining assurance. 


Filled With the Spirit. By Norman F. 


Douty. (Fundamental Truth Publishers, 
Findlay, Ohio, 35 cents.) Mr. Douty has 


‘presented an interesting exposition of 


the Biblical teaching concerning being 
filled with the Spirit. He notes that 
this phrase is used nineteen times in 
the Bible, and then proceeds to examine 
carefully the particular passages where 
the phrasing is used. Beginning with 
Bezaleel and his associates in the build- 
ing of the Tabernacle, the author por- 
trays the characteristics of men filled 
with the Spirit, and applies the lessons 
learned to Christian living in our own 
time. His approach is reverent and de- 
votional; his teaching simple and prac- 
tical. He shows clearly that “it is by 
the power of the Holy Ghost within that 
we progress toward the image of Christ 
without.” His discussion of speaking 
with tongues, while necessarily brief, is 
very enlightening. He here distinguishes 
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Higley’s Commentary 

Every Verse Explained. © 320 
pages, nearly 300,000 words, 5 new 
eatures for 1940. Order from your 
bookseller. Price only. $1.00 
postpaid. Pocket Quarterly and 
196 page Christian Worker's Cat- 
alog FREE. Write 
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Dept. S. S. Butler, Ind. 
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FAIREST LORD JESUS. Easy pageant cantata (12 
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THREE DRAMAS in one book. All interesting and im- 
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Suite 772 124 N. 15th St., Philadeiphi 
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In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, ds well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 
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between “signs” and “gifts” in a way 
that makes plain the temporary nature 
and purpose of speaking with tongues. 

This little book will undoubtedly be 
used of God to bring many to a new 
appreciation of the work of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives today. 


The Name Above Every Name. By 
Robert G. Lee, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York City, $1.50.) The work 
of Dr. Lee, who is pastor of the Belle- 
vue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn., 
is always above the ordinary. Perhaps 
his peculiar genius for phrase-making 
or his versatility at illustration make it 
so. One feels, however, that there is 
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a profound and constant spirituality 
about this writer that makes his ser- 
mons worth reading. The present vol- 
ume is no exception. It would be hard 
to find a better selection of Gospel mes- 
sages, ranging, as these do, from the 
“Christ of the Name” to a sermon on 
the “Book of the Christ.” There are two 
sermons on Elijah, one on Judas, one 
on the Gospel itself. There is more, 
however, and all of it superb. One reads 
Dr. Lee to be taught, to be shamed, to 
be thrilled, to be melted, and to be 
left with the sanctuary glow upon one’s 
heart —a blessed experience. 


Saint, Seer and Scientist. By J. H. 
Hunter. (Evangelical Publishers, 366 Bay 
St., Toronto, Can., 25 cents.) Three hun- 
dred products from peanuts, almost 200 
from sweet potatoes, about 100 from pe- 
can nuts, many from cotton, and many 
more from so-called waste materials, 
such as synthetic marble, building 
boards, wood, wood veneers, fibers, and 
papers. These are only a few of the 
wonderful discoveries of Dr. George 
Washington Carver, Director of Re- 
search and Experiment at Tuskegee Nor- 
mal and Industrial Institute, Alabama. 
Mr. Hunter, editor of The Evangelical 
Christian, visited this Negro genius, and 
tells of his interesting interviews in this 
booklet. He describes Dr. Carver’s man- 
ner and appearance, tells of his simple 
faith in God, the Bible, and prayer, of 
the thousands of letters*he receives ask- 
ing advice in farm problems and the 
treatment of disease, and of his remark- 
able and original studies in the field of 
agriculture which are already of untold 
benefit to mankind. 


Sermon Seed in The Psalms. By A. 
MacFadyen. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) Pastor 
MacFadyen of Gorgie Baptist Church, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, has here given the 
historic setting, prophetic interpreta- 
tion, and spiritual application of each 
of the Psalms. His devout pen has also 
added to each expository study a topical 
outline, of which the following, after 
Psalm 18, is an example: God is (1) 
my Rock—for Stability, 
ress —for Security, (3) my Deliverer — 
for Strategy, (4) my Trust —for Salva- 
tion, (5) my High Tower — for Situation. 

The Bible’s longest chapter, Psalm 119, 
is further divided into its 22 sections, 
each of which is treated as an entire 
Psalm. Such a series of studies will 
provide him who feeds on the Word of 
God, and gives it out to others, with a 
rich storehouse of ideas and new trains 
of thought for sermon-building and 
prayer meeting addresses. 


Sister Abigail— A Woman Who Be- 
lieved God. By Edwin D. Monroe. 
(Sword and Shield Book Store, 38-40 W. 
Huron St., Buffalo, N. Y., 10 cents.) A 
woman greatly beloved was Mrs. Luffe, 
better known as “Sister Abigail,” foun- 
der of the El Nathan Heme in Buffalo. 


(2) my fort-, 


ee 
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This work was patterned after the not- 
able orphanages of George Miiller in 
England. Mrs. Luffe was also the writer 
of some tracts and booklets that have 
been much used of God. So remark- 
able was her life and testimony that 
even secular papers referred to her as 
a “worker of modern miracles.” Shortly 
after her death last year a sketch of 
her life was published in THe SUNDAY 
ScHoo.t Times. This story, together with 
additional maierial, has now been made 
available in an attractive booklet that 
carries a klessed message of trust in 
God as exemplified in a rarely beauti- 
ful life. A large book, “Sister Abigail,” 
by Clara S. Feidler ($1) is also brought 
out by the same publishers. 


His —A Threefold Relationship. 
(With Colored Chart.) By Norman B. 
Harrison, D.D. (Harrison Service, 


Bloomington-Lake Station, Minneapolis, 
Minn., 25 cents.) On the two facing 
central pages of this attractive little 
book there appears a chart which Chris- 
tians might well study. It is “The Life- 
Story of the Believer,” made beautifully 
clear and compellingly interesting. The 
experience of the believer is the story 
of relationship to a Person, and this 
theme is worked out in several different 
ways. For instance, a single line of 
thought: there is‘the past, present, and 
future. In the ,past, Jesus came “from 
glory” to be “with us” (Matt. 1:23) and 
“like us” (Rom. 8:3). In the present 
the experience is threefold: “to him” for 
salvation “for us”; “in him,” which is 
sanctification “in us”; and “for him,” 
service “through us.” In the future, 
the Lord is in glory, and we shall be 
“with him” and “like him.” The whole 
book is largely an exposition of the rich 
Bible truth visualized in the chart, and 
it makes good reading as well as sugges- 
tive Bible study. 


Daily Bread. Books 1, 2, and 3. By 
Ruth P. Overholtzer. (Child Evangelism 
Fellowship, 203 N. Wabash Ave., Chi- 
cago, 10 cents each.) Christian parents 
are always glad to find booklets that 
they may use as a guide in family prayers, 
or which they may place in the hands 
of their children for their private de- 
votions. Here are three fine little books 
on the topics: “The God Who is Enough,” 
“The Lovely One,” and “Learning How 
to Pray,” each one containing a page 
for every day of the month. At the head 
of every page a verse or part of a verse 
is quoted; which is called the “Hide and 
Seek verse,” and a passage of Scripture 
is indicated to be read. The quotation 
is intended as a memory verse, and will 
be found in the passage designated for 
the day. The remainder of the page is 
devoted to a comment on the verse or 
passage, written in simple language that 
a child can understand, and generally 
including some apt illustrations from 
everyday life, and a few lines of a well- 
known hymn or other poetry. It would 
seldom take more than ten minutes to 
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read the Scripture passage and com- 
ment, and repeat the memory verse two 
or three times. The booklets are of 
pocket size, printed in readable, modern 
type, with stiff paper covers in attractive 
colors. Parents, Sunday school teachers, 
and leaders of children’s Bible study 
groups will be grateful to Mrs. J. Irvin 
Overholtzer for preparing this ideal 
material for daily devotions for three 
full months, to be used either by the 
children themselves or in families or 
other groups. 


Famous Missionaries. By James Gil- 
christ Lawson. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 35 cents.) 
Here are portraits and two-page bio- 
graphical sketches of thirty famous mis- 
sionaries. They have lived at different 
times throughout the whole Christian 
era, the Apostle Paul having the first 
place and Dr. Samuel Zwemer last place 
in the sixty-four page booklet. A num- 
ber were missionaries of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and some of the east- 
ern churches. In the first part one finds 
such names as Gregory, Nestorius, Pat- 
rick, and Raymund Lull; while in the lat- 
ter half one finds the life stories of such 
well-known ministers of the true Gospel 
as Carey, Judson, Moffat, Livingstone, 
Morrison, Hudson Taylor, Chalmers, and 
Jonathan Goforth. This is a very useful 
little reference book, giving the out- 
standing facts in the lives of these 
pioneers. 


Let the Bible Help You. Compiled by 
George Perry Dixon. (Harper and Bros., 
New York City, $1.50.) There are pre- 
cious Bible verses that fit every need, 
but it is not always easy to find them 
when they are wanted. In a handy- 
sized book of nearly two hundred pages, 
some fifteen hundred selectéd Bible 
verses are gathered together and clas- 
sified under headings and subheadings. 
Not only are references given, but the 
verses are printed out in full, making 
most interesting reading in any section, 
and enabling one readily to choose a 
verse for any special purpose or topic. 
The work is entirely a Scripture com- 
pilation, with only the titles of sections 
inserted, such as: “Be Not Afraid,” 
“Supply For Every Need,” “For Busi- 
ness and Sales People,” “Patience,” 
“Courage,” “No Lonesomeness,” and so 
on. The book is attractively printed and 
bound, and would make an acceptable 
gift. 


The Delusion of British-Israelism. By 
Anton Darms (Loizeaux Bros., 19 West 
Twenty-first St., New York City, $1.) 
Failure to divide rightly the Word of 
truth is the root of British-Israelism, .as 
is clearly shown by the author. It is 
astonishing that this theory, only about 
a century old, teaching as it does that 
the Anglo-Saxon nations are the ten 
“lost” tribes of Israel, should number 
more than two millions among its ad- 
herents. The author shows that this the- 
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ory was born in doubt, carries on its ex- 
istence by doubt, and is doomed in due 
time to die of doubt. He knows and 
quotes freely from the writings of the 
advocates of this strange delusion. His 
work will enable Christians to pay heed 
to the admonition of God’s Word to avoid 
“foolish and unlearned questions .. . 
knowing that they do gender strifes” (2 
Tim. 2:23). 

One of the best features of this work 
is its positive and clear dispensational 
teaching. The account of the nations, 
marshaling into four camps in prepara- 
tion for the end-time, is illuminating. 
The discussion of Great Britain and 
America’s rightful place in prophecy, and 
especially the argument that Britain is 
the land of Tarshish, is very useful. An- 
other good feature of the book is the 
inclusion of the opinions of quite a num- 
ber of eminent Bible teachers on this 
question. Indexes to subjects and Scrip- 
ture quotations and also full bibliog- 
raphy are included. This is a valuable 
and scholarly work. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 
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posing forces reside in molecules, so the 
two natures in your soul oppose each 
other. This battle turns on your yield- 
ing body and spirit to the One who gave 
himself for you. Pray for the New York 
Jewish Evangelization Society, P. 0. 
Box 19, Hamilton Grange Sta., New York 
City. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 12:19-25. 
Stewardship of Prayer. 
PraYER Succestions: “God forbid that 
I should sin against the Lord in ceasing 
to pray for you.” We are priests and 
evangelists. We have a God-ward min- 
istry. Our spiritual sacrifices are: “Sup- 


Migration-Mad! 


Modern Haman dumps thousands of helpless 
people in dead of winter — amazing facts con- 
cealed by press of war news. Germans use 
“Bible bombs.” Why was Hore-Belisha put 
on skids? “Christian Front” and Coughlin, 
the squirmer. U.S. of Europe looms, Roosevelt 
andthe Pope, ‘Anti-Christ, Incorporated.” 
Ballard, I AM cult leader, “‘ascends.” Shang- 
hai, city of refuge. Turkey's prophetic role. 
These are but brief hints of contents of MARCH 
ISSUE of “PROPHECY.” If you can’t’ spare 
$1.00 for year subscription don’t fail tosend ro 
cents, stamps, or 25 cents for 4 months trial to 


PROPHECY MONTHLY 
Official Organ, American Prophetic League, Inc. 
Box BB, Sta. E. R. Los Angeles, Calif. 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
chool Lesson Committee. 


February 19 to 25 


Mon.—Matthew 25:14-23 
Stewardship Approved. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant.” God en- 
trusts you with heavy responsibilities. 
Your office and duty are carefully de- 
fined. As pressure does not depend on 
the shape or size of the vessel, so your 
service does not depend upon your cir- 
cumstances. You were once in servi- 
tude to Satan, now you are through 
God’s grace entrusted with service for 
your King. Perform it so as to be 
honored and rewarded in the day of 
accounts. Pray for the Latin America 
Mission, Costa Rica. 
Tues.—Matthew 25:24-30. 

Stewardship Rejected. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Unprofitable 
servant.” Knowledge of duty is from 
God. As intensity of sound increases, 
so your responsibility increases with the 
greater knowledge of God’s will. Love 
God, reverence and believe him, and 
faithfulness will be assured. Pray for 
Rocky Mountain Faith Mission, Jeffers, 
Mont. 


Wed.—1 Corinthians 6:12-20. 
Stewardship of Life. 
PRAYER SucGcesTions: “Glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God’s.” Live to God, not to your- 
self. Walk in the fear of the Lord all 
the day long. The Christ-life is lived 
out in surrendered lives. As two op- 











You Preach Better 
Behind a 
“LIGHT and LIFE” 
Pulpit 
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Front View Showing Paneling 
@ This beautiful, new and lasting piece of Church 
furniture dresses up any auditorium. Ample shelf 
room, spacious Lecture Desk with Reflector Light and 


with or without Electric Clock. Popular for chapels, 
schools and lecture halls. 


A Real Bargain 


Qualley-sindo of full quartered 
oak—light, medium or dark fin- 
ish. Portable feature. Size 43 
_" 1 acm 19% in. deep, 33% in. 


ie F.O.B. Winona Lake. 
ete with Reflector Light 

lectric Clock. $42.00 
Without Electric Clock $35.00 
Order mS Satisfaction guar- 
anteed. rite 


LIGHT and LIFE PRESS 
Dept. SS Winona Lake, Ind. 











Hymns 
of the 


Christian 
Life - 


BOOK of worship in song, com- 

bining a hymnal for general 
church use, and a song book for evan- 
gelistic urposes. Only songs sound 
in the dich and inspirational in char- 
acter included---emphasizing Evangel- 
ism, Missions, peg the D r Life. 
Many of the new---the best of the old. 


504 Songs Responsive Readings 
Topical Index Gold Embossed 


Published in round notes and Roxite cloth 
edition only at $65.00 per 100---an especially 
low price. Single copy, 85c. postpaid. 


Write today for returnable sample copy, or our 








CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
1558 N. Third St., Harrisburg, Pa. 


catalogue of sound religious books 
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plications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks.” This priestly work 
is as important as prophetical work of 
witnessing. “Going to God for men 
should precede going to men for God.” 
(Thomas E. Stephens.) Pray for Dohn- 
avur Fellowship, Dohnavur, Tinnevelly, 
S. India. 


Fri.—John 21:15-23. Stewardship of Service. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “What shall this 
man do?” Our Lord reproved Peter in 
tender words. He told him it was none 
of his business what He had in mind 
for John. You have your own duty 
to perform,*+as a force acting upon an 
object in motion or at rest produces the 
same effect whether it acts alone or with 
other forces, so you have a special work 
to do, and unless you do it, it never 
will be done. 
Missionary Society, Jhansi, India. 
Sat.—Malachi 3:7-12. 

Stewardship of Possessions. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye have robbed 
me.” Keep short accounts with God. 
“Upon the first day of the week let 
every one of you lay by him in store, 
as God hath prospered him” (1 Cor. 16: 
2). As pressure increases with depth, so 
appreciation of God’s mercy should make 
devotion to God’s cause the greater. 


Pray for Woman’s Union 









12000 HOURS | 


versus 


. @ Boys and girls get 12,000 hours training in the public 
school. In Sunday School an average of 170 hours prepares them for eternal life; 
How important to use the right teaching material in those 170 hours! 





Graded Series of Sunday School Lessons 


has been tested and proved in thousands of schools in- 
cluding 750 new schools last year. ALL Bible in content; 
practical and povenet—-caee pupil uses his own Bible. 
vough Teacher Training—embodies the 

recognized pedagogical pu of departmental grad- 

f each department study the same 


Compendium of 780 lessons FREE. Teacher’s 


Beginners’ t 


ing. All classes o 
lesson. 
manuals 25c, Pupil’s 10c. 


“‘Superior’’ Summer. School Lessons 





Make Your Sunday 
School Fully Efficient 
® Use Six-Point Record 


System: economical, accurate, 
complete. 


® Read Church School 
Promoter, helpful, inspiring 


magazine. Sample copy, 10c. 
— for special subscription 
offer. 


MAIL COUPON 


























Correlated with but not duplicating All Bible Graded Se- ve woven Thing B.A 
ries. Acclaimed last year—now expanded and improved. gentered Teaching System. 
‘ “ p ecepens spiritual tone; starts 
St ny manatee, B iy f attendance growth. 
unior and Intermediate De- | The Scripture Press, Inc. 
> inesi = 800 N. Clark Street, Chicago Dept, SS-2 
partments.Combinesinstruc ! Gentlemen: Pleas < send FREE = Lesson Com ndium of 780 
tion, worship, expression. | Lessons, All Bible Graded Series and FREE ‘Preview’ ’ of 
Si lift 2 D “Superior’’ Summer School Lessons for DVBS. Also Free lesson 
— > starting e, Hig A 4 manuals previous quarters. Enclose 10c toward postage. Am 
Timulating progressive “feature. | __ interested in (give depts.) 
Teacher’s manual 25c, Pupil’ swork- 2) Samplecopy, CHURCH SCHOOL PROMOTER (enclose 10c) 
k, 10c, Write for free Preview” 1 Name and Address 
of this new efficient system. : City. State 
THE SORIPTURE PRESS, Ene. g Church 
Dept. $S-2 S00 N, Clark j Pastor 








(Lesson for Feb. 25) Feb. 10, 1940 


God’s work moves on under the hands of 
those who serve God faithfully with their 
gifts. .Pray for Nile Mission Press, Cairo, 
Egypt. 


Sun.—Romans 13:1-10. Stewards of Citizenship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For conscience 
sake.” Make your citizenship count 
for the glory of God. It is an ordinance 
of God. Duty to Government is clearly 
defined in this passage. Study it care- 
fully, and observe it faithfully. An ob- 
ject is said to be in unstable equilibrium 
when the center of gravity is above the 
point of support. So man’s citizenship 
is out of balance when it is not “accord- 
ing tc ine Scriptures.” Pray for French 
South East Mission, Digne, France. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Ac- 
quainted subscriptions, 25 cents for one 
period of ten weeks, either singly or in 


clubs. 
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Christian Youth is- published 
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